CHAPTER- 8
ENGINE TROUBLE

e A showman arrived in the narrator's town and set up an entertainment hub called "Gaiety
Land". It became immensely popular, drawing huge crowds from all over the district and
collecting nearly five hundred rupees a day in gate money alone. The venue offered all
kinds of fun, games, lotteries, and side-shows, where anyone could win prizes ranging
from small pincushions to a massive road engine for just eight annas. 63@) (a8 HMD
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e One evening, the show organizers drew the lottery ticket number 1005, which happened
to belong to the narrator. To his absolute shock, they declared him the official owner of
the massive road engine. People gathered around him in curiosity, staring at him as if he
were a strange animal, because a road engine was not the kind of prize someone could
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When the narrator asked for help to transport it, the showman declined but agreed to let
it remain on the grounds until the end of the season. Once the show packed up, the
municipality ordered the narrator to remove the engine immediately or pay rent. Being a
poor man whose house rent was only four rupees, he was forced to pay ten rupees a
month for three months to keep the engine there, cutting deep into his slender budget
and forcing him to pledge his wife's jewels. oo/l 22Q2M MO eOMOMY
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The narrator tried selling the engine to everyone, including the Municipal Chairman at a
huge discount, but his attempts were completely futile. Complications grew when a cattle
show was scheduled, giving him only twenty-four hours to vacate the grounds. Desperate,
as there was no engine driver within fifty miles, he begged passing bus drivers and even
the station master for help, but no one could assist him. L0080 @R ~J)e@i 1t
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In desperation, the narrator secured the local temple priest's sympathy, who lent him the
services of the temple elephant. He hired a dismissed bus driver named Joseph to steer it,
and engaged fifty coolies to push the engine from behind. This arrangement cost him

heavily, as he had to pay eight annas per head to the coolies, and seven rupees a day plus
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e As the grand procession moved onto the main road, the engine started to wobble and zig-
zag out of control. Joseph turned the wheel blindly, the elephant dragged it awkwardly,
and the fifty men pushed it in chaotic directions. Consequently, the engine ran straight
into the compound wall of the opposite house, reducing a good length of it to powder.
Frightened by the cheering crowd, the elephant trumpeted loudly, snapped its ropes, and
kicked down even more of the wall, causing a complete pandemonium that ended with
the narrator being locked up by the police. g0 efl® Monalo (A IWIM cOdWeRlss)
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e When released from the lock-up, the narrator faced terrifying financial consequences. He
was legally bound to rebuild the destroyed compound wall, pay the wages of the fifty
men who had fled, pay Joseph's steering fee, and pay the temple authorities for the
medical treatment of the elephant's injured legs. He was completely bankrupt, and his
wife firmly refused to part with her 'thali’, the absolute last of her jewelry. GQD«BS)H’](U%
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e Just when all hope was lost, Nature intervened through an earthquake that rattled the
town that night. The next morning, when the narrator went to take a final look before
leaving the town, the engine was nowhere to be seen. After a search, they discovered
that the earth's tremors had rolled the engine straight into a nearby disused, open well,
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e The owner of the property was absolutely delighted because the engine had perfectly
plugged the dangerous well. In gratitude, the property owner promised to pay off all the
narrator's debts and even offered him extra money, allowing the narrator to finally get rid
of his engine trouble once and for all. @9 ~lOM1MO0O §sAMAND END Mo 1@
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1. Who is the author of the story "Engine Trouble"? &L0®)0s @2l 1mI0T GRI6NT?

Ans: R. K. Narayan @@. 6d. MD0IQ@em

2. What was the name of the entertainment institution that came to the town? sdem @
aIm Adlemos & (@O 1M a0 (EA8WROS) Bal® of)mI® lo)mm;?

Ans: Gaiety Land 06n@ Q1 210ty

3. How much money did Gaiety Land collect per day in gate money alone within a week of
opening? cag M)S685 | 630 BRY 210 #6)88 1@ (aIeUUM aflmI®] Ad(@o 6N G
e 60 Mo af)(@ el Aflmoe a1€].oflomy?

Ans: Nearly five hundred rupees Ga0060280 @Jn
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4. What was the ticket number drawn for the grand prize? m>o MuEAdMOD IMIW
@ 10660mS O 612301 S1eeQ MMUAB aH@OW 1@)mM,?

Ans: 1005

5. What did the narrator win as the grand prize in the lottery? ¢ai050 1@ 1@ Mo
MERIMAIW | HLAIHIRN af)mOen i) o) ?

Ans: A road engine (road roller) 3@ G0 af)e@ild (GO c0I8D)

6. How much did a lottery ticket cost in Gaiety Land? 6@ Q1 2100w 1@ 630y 6e1d30 ]
slenglmen allel af)@@ow1o)m,?

Ans: Eight annas o{)36m (a{)3 @o6M)

7. Where was the road engine kept after the showman packed up? (~18R0&HM ¢
@RAUMIM a {1242 Gald @@ MG GOIW af)eilmd af)las@dem gogloyma ?

Ans: Gymkhana grounds &lo6om (1 ene @b

8. How much monthly rent did the municipality charge the narrator for keeping the engine
on the grounds? ~()eailmd (nveng @b qugesiloj@ilay @mImilapaflg] ededom
MMy eDSIE6) 1@ AIMVISH f)( @I T@M,?

Ans: Ten rupees a month 20MOD) 1@ al©OO) gt

9. What was the monthly house rent of the narrator's house? &L0082000 MoV ofl@)m
QflS1e0 @MOIISE of) @O 1@m)?

Ans: Four rupees a month @20 10 Mel ©gal
10. To whom did someone suggest selling the road engine first? ¢0oW o()emilnd @A o

@RA6E) (lMa0dMmI6N 300d MB63we1.2J0)? The Municipal Chairman oM 1myla @
0.21R2dY

11. How many hours was the narrator given to move the engine due to the cattle show?
SHMYBIL11 (a1BBMo &d®6Mo af)eilm @ losmIm) QI &LAdE:IEM af)(@®
D6m 166 3B MAAEM GRMYCE ] 2))?

Ans: Twenty-four hours e0®)~ 10 Im2al aem 166y d

12. Who offered the services of the temple elephant to help the narrator? &L02&2060M
M0 8OIMIW | ¢HH(@OD 102l BRM®YOS GMVNAIMo 1SN & 1@ GRYI6NT?

Ans: The priest of the local temple 251681 GBH(@OD 1081 0 13R0®@

13. How many coolies were engaged to push the engine from behind? o)1 {1 @
Ml @882mOW ] )@ 6mI¥lengleeg@ien Mlewdrui o) ?

Ans: Fifty coolies GRMI® 6mI¥ 12108 160d

14. What was the daily wage of the temple elephant? ¢&(@ O 102! GRYM®)OS B©)
glaumeo el af)@@oloymy?

Ans: Seven rupees a day (plus a day's feed) G100 n¥F ©Jal (Balo 630 ElAUMEOD)
BHHEMLo)
15. Who was Joseph? @2 1©)M) ¢2Mal?
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Ans: A dismissed bus-driver ¢/l 1@ MM o {1@12)y0lls B30 erumy’ eI

16. Why did the narrator get arrested by the police? a@)(rmgs)cﬁaomgoaﬁ’ SHLAdHIOM
Gat2allmy @ROY 621 ®@)?

Ans: Because the engine ran into the opposite compound wall and destroyed it n()e/l0d

mlmemo A af)@ ROy Aflslie0 ao 1@ ensl.a)) OB 06 HIME

17. What was the last piece of jewelry that the narrator's wife refused to part with? ~lem®o
QLSO M@ 18] )M BLIIBHIOM OO B8I®§ OO {12l a IO BRGNS
a1862N8W 1M GRAIMVIM BREEMo AfMIW 1@)M)?

Ans: Her thali @u@6s mdelladeal

18. Which natural event came to the narrator's rescue? o()O Ln.l&:é(()ﬂ@J(O(@@DGTﬁ
HLADEHIOM OO OHHW 6 H6) O | M) ?

Ans: An earthquake 63) @) &Mlo

19. Where was the engine finally found after the earthquake? &) &m0 10Y G0 of)erild
a5, 1@ af)los@oem &0 1@ ? In a disused well nearby @osO06eME® @M
O IEWINUBYM AW 63Q & leM 1@

20. Why was the property owner happy with the engine falling into the well? o()e/l0d
& lemg @ aflem Mo IO 1@ alomilMe0 ©samuam MEamd- 1600
&HIEMOAMMIW 1©M,?

Ans: Because the dangerous disused well was finally covered @0al&S&0AI® GQ) a Y@

& 1emd 6350/1@ f)erallod afleny @sealgoyad M

21. The attempt to move the road engine from the Gymkhana grounds causing heavy damage
to a residential property and creating utter chaos. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter
who witnessed this incident. Draft a news report detailing the incidents.

ROAD ENGINE ACCIDENT: MASSIVE CHAOS IN MALGUDI

Malgudi, May 24: A strange and chaotic accident happened yesterday near the Gymkhana
grounds when a road engine crashed into a private compound wall.

The road engine was won in a lottery by a local man. Since he had to clear the grounds, he tried
to move it to a nearby field. He hired a dismissed bus driver named Joseph to steer it, a temple
elephant to pull it, and fifty coolies to push it from behind.

As soon as the engine reached the main road, the team lost control. The engine went in a zig-
zag way and hit the opposite compound wall. The wall was completely broken.
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Hearing the noise, the frightened elephant panicked and broke its ropes. The fifty coolies and
the crowd ran away in fear. Soon, the police arrived at the spot and arrested the owner. Further
investigations are going on.

22. Write a narrative of the chaotic and humorous scene as the road engine was moved onto
the main road, leading up to the final crash.

THE ROAD ENGINE

It was a very funny and unusual sight for the people of Malgudi. The huge, heavy road engine
stood ready on the ground. A dismissed bus driver named Joseph sat proudly in the driver’s
seat, even though he did not know how to drive a road roller. In the front, a grand temple
elephant was tied to the engine with thick ropes. Behind the engine, fifty local coolies stood
ready to push. A big crowd gathered around to watch the fun.

With a loud shout, the elephant pulled, and the coolies pushed. The heavy engine finally began
to move. The narrator felt very happy. But the joy did not last long.

When the engine reached the main road, it started moving in a wild, zig-zag direction. Joseph
turned the steering wheel blindly, the elephant pulled one way, and the coolies pushed another
way. Within minutes, the engine ran straight into the opposite compound wall, breaking it into
pieces.

23. When the narrator's road engine ran straight into the opposite compound wall, it reduced a
good length of it to powder. Imagine you are the owner of that damaged compound wall.
Draft a formal letter of complaint to the Municipal Chairman demanding immediate
compensation and the removal of the hazardous vehicle.

From

Krishna lyer,

12, Temple Road,

Malgudi.

20 May 2026

To

The Municipal Chairman,

Malgudi Municipality.

Subject: Complaint about property damage and request for compensation.
Sir,
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| am writing to bring a serious matter to your notice. Yesterday evening, a huge road engine
crashed into my compound wall and destroyed a large part of it.

The owner of the engine tried to move it using an elephant and fifty untrained workers. They
completely lost control of the heavy machine. The engine hit my wall and turned it to dust. The
panicking elephant also caused more damage to my property.

This incident has caused me a huge financial loss and put public safety at risk. Therefore, |
request you to take strict action against the owner, make him pay for my damages, and remove
this dangerous engine from the road immediately.

Yours faithfully,

(Signature)

Krishna lyer

24. In the story Engine Trouble, the narrator transitions from being a thrilled lottery winner to a
desperate man facing financial bankruptcy and legal trouble because of an unmanageable
road engine. Based on your reading of the story, prepare a character sketch of the
narrator.

Character Sketch of the Narrator

The narrator of the story is a simple and poor common man. He becomes very excited when he
wins a huge road engine in a lottery. He is an innocent person who loves his engine. He visits it

every day, pats it affectionately, and admires its shining brass parts.

However, he lacks practical thinking and foresight. He accepts the heavy prize without knowing
how to take it home or drive it. This innocent mistake brings him a lot of trouble. He spends his

little savings on ground rent and even sells his wife's jewellery.

He is a desperate man who tries his best to solve his problem by asking help from everyone. In
the end, his foolish plan to move the engine leads to his arrest. Overall, he is a helpless,

relatable character who evokes both humour and pity.

25. After the road engine crashed into the compound wall, the narrator faced severe
consequences. Imagine you are the narrator. Write a diary entry expressing your mental

agony, regrets, and despair on the night of your release from the lock-up.
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20 May 2026
Sunday

This is the worst day of my life! | am finally out of the police lock-up, but | am in deep trouble. |
thought winning the lottery would make me rich, but this road engine has ruined me. Now, |
have to pay to rebuild the broken wall. The coolies who ran away are demanding their wages,
and Joseph wants his fee too. Even the temple priest sent me a bill for the elephant's injuries. |
have no money left, and my wife refused to give her last piece of jewel. | don't know what to

do. | wish | had never won that terrible engine.

26. The showman of Gaiety Land packed up his show and left the road engine abandoned on
the Gymkhana grounds. Soon, a cattle show was scheduled to take place at the same venue,
and the narrator was given very short notice to clear the machinery out. Imagine you are
the Municipal Secretary. Draft an urgent notice to be served to the narrator demanding the

immediate removal of the engine.

MALGUDI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
URGENT NOTICE
Date: May 10, 2026
To: The Owner of the Road Engine, Malgudi.
Subject: Remove the road engine immediately.
You are hereby informed that your road engine is still parked illegally on the Gymkhana grounds.

A public Cattle Show is going to start at this venue very soon.

Therefore, you are strictly ordered to remove your road engine from the grounds within 24
hours. If you fail to do so, the Municipality will remove the engine, and you will have to pay a
heavy penalty.

(Signature)

Municipal Secretary

Malgudi Municipality
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27. The narrator had to pay ten rupees a month as rent to keep the engine on the Gymkhana
grounds. Construct a short conversation between the narrator and his wife regarding the
financial burden caused by his "prize".

Wife: | am tired of this road engine. Our house rent is four rupees. You pay ten rupees for this

junk!

Narrator: Please understand, dear. The municipality forced me to pay. | must pay the ground

rent.

Wife: This engine is ruining our small budget. We do not have money for food now.

Narrator: | am trying my best. | am looking for a buyer in town. | want to sell it quickly.

Wife: No one will buy a road roller. You already pledged my last jewels for this machine. What

is your next plan?

Narrator: Please be patient. The municipal secretary sent a notice. | must clear the grounds for

the Cattle Show.

Wife: A notice? How will you move that iron monster? You cannot carry it on your shoulders.

Narrator: Do not worry. | have a plan. | will hire the temple elephant and fifty coolies to move

it.

Wife: An elephant and fifty coolies? That will cost too much money. It also looks very

dangerous.

Narrator: Trust me this one last time. Everything will go smoothly tomorrow. Our troubles will

end soon.
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