CHAPTER -3
"LITTLE THINGS MATTER"

The chapter is an excerpt from A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's memoir where he recalls his childhood in
Rameswaram and how he evolved into a responsible family member at a very young age.
Born in 1931, Kalam was around eight years old when World War Il broke out in 1939. While
daily life at the southern tip of India initially remained fairly unaffected, the newspaper was
the town's only window to the outside world. o().o{l.0%. @MW HedA MO
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Kalam's cousin, Samsuddin, ran the only newspaper agency in Rameswaram, distributing
papers to about a thousand literate residents. Samsuddin, along with Jalalluddin, deeply
influenced Kalam's early life and served as his guiding light. The newspapers carried intense
updates about the Indian Independence Movement, the war front, Hitler, and the Nazi army,
which the townspeople read and discussed eagerly. The Tamil newspaper Dinamani was the
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As the war escalated, the British government imposed strict sanctions and rationing, making
food, clothing, and infant supplies difficult to procure for Kalam’s large family. Amidst these
hardships, the train stop at Rameswaram station was canceled due to wartime conditions.
This meant the morning train could no longer stop to deliver the newspapers. @)R0o
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To overcome the challenge, Samsuddin devised a plan: newspaper bundles would be flung
out onto the platform from the moving train as it chugged down the track. He offered eight-
year-old Kalam the job of catching and collecting these flying bundles and distributing them
across the town. Kalam accepted the offer with unbounded enthusiasm because he had
noticed his mother and grandmother compromising on their own nutrition to feed the
children first, and he wanted to contribute to the household income. 60 (a@ VW]
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Kalam had to fit his job into a tight daily routine without neglecting his education. Showing
an early aptitude for mathematics, his father arranged tuitions for him. The teacher's
condition was that students must arrive before dawn after taking a bath. Kalam’s mother

woke him up while it was dark, prepared his bath, and sent him to tuition. He would study for
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an hour, return by 5:00 a.m., attend Arabic school with his father, and then sprint to the
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Standing at his calculated strategic spot, Kalam would watch for the moving train, collect the
flung bundles, sort them by neighborhood, and run across town for an hour to deliver them.
He became a familiar, cheerful presence to the residents, who would greet him warmly and
remind him not to be late for school. By 8:00 a.m., he would return home to finish his
breakfast and head to school. After school, he went out again to collect dues and settle the
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In the evening, sitting by the sea, Samsuddin, Jalalluddin, and Kalam would open up
Dinamani. As they read aloud, Kalam traced the photos and words of national leaders like
Gandhiji, Pandit Nehru, and Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, which expanded his consciousness and
made him dream of visiting big cities like Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta. By 9:00 p.m., after
play, dinner, and homework, he would fall fast asleep. Qemce;gc(rn(oemglm
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This routine lasted for a year, during which Kalam grew "taller and browner" and sharpened
his skills in mental math, distance estimation, and account tracking. Crucially, it provided his
first brush with taking up responsibility, keeping his word, and understanding what it meant
to face the day as a working man. Despite the physical toll and his mother's worries, knowing
that his small financial contribution supported his family kept a proud and resilient smile on
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1. In which year was A. P. J. Abdul Kalam born? a()). o {1. 62. @R 0d B>a130 BMoj QB0
a@I6N?

Ans: 1931

2. How old was Kalam when World War Il broke out? @6n8do GRID&HA~OIWRVo
00125102000 156MI20d SHAIDATM af)(@ U@ [YIWMy?

Ans: Eight years old ()5 Q@@

3. Who ran the newspaper distribution agency in Rameswaram? @J¢QWIROD) (@
aNomoem af2mdmy] msom 1@ 1o)mo @I lo)m)?

Ans: Kalam's cousin, Samsuddin 21011000 &m0 GR® om0
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4. Mention the two people who were a big influence in Kalam's early life. &0 10700
@3 | Hial £l meom A1gee@Wlde MIDWIM .| EME (| OO 182605 GalDd)d0d
alOW) .

Ans : Samsuddin and Jalalluddin tomglm)o 2eneRdlmyo

5. Approximately how many literate people lived in Rameswaram at that time? @ MA@ O

@ICAUIOOD GRSHUOAC IWINM of)(@Cald §eN8IW @M)?

Ans : About a thousand people mwﬁmcmago Cal®d

5. Which was the most popular Tamil newspaper in the town? @@ MO |G af)Q0o
20 (a0 10)m @AY al(®o ~@o o)m;?

Ans : Dinamani glmaem)

6. Which government placed sanctions and rations on goods during the war? G))g@t)(ﬁaael«mﬁ
MUIWMEBBU DS M 1W(MMEMEBBE0 GO 168320 af)BOnIS)OD 1@ o O
MREHIIW 1©)My?

Ans : The British government (onf15)-8 MR8

7. What major change happened at Rameswaram station due to wartime conditions?
QRLHOA] (T'DDnD_OJ(OJGGYB(ﬂ) &HI06Mo 026AUdIM0 cg};nadm']m‘b QNSOW (IlWIM AdQo
NN ORIV

Ans : The train stop at Rameswaram station was done away with (cancelled). @2¢awl1®o0

equmloal os@1nd ¢quia] Mdomeanss).

8. How were the newspapers delivered to the platform after the stop was canceled? cg}pﬁ
MROMAIIBE 1O MG Ho A l(@EBBUD [])6BBOM@IEN o JOQ) GaNIA 1GEIHE)
of)o0 2 lo)mm?

Ans : They were flung out in large bundles from the moving train. 2s)m es@ Mm@ almy

el l® a (@083 HEIW] BB aROCODES) Af)0 1@ H®WIW 1®)mM).

9. For which subject did Kalam show an early aptitude among his siblings? @700
MVEaNIBEBBDHE 1S @ HEI1do BRAE(EA MOM nfO OflH@OD 1ald6m ails)dsy
&o6em 1 2flo)mm?

Ans : Mathematics (1)em 1®UIMI (Mo (BSEMHS))

10. What was the condition posed by Kalam’s mathematics teacher for taking tuitions?

S §3oUM )S)B MM IMOIW ] HRDA MO0 BEMEE) BRW Jaldb0d 2EMIS OL.2
mlenunwm af)0mo@ 1@)my?

Ans : Students needed to reach his home at dawn after having taken a bath. O_I'TGAD@@.D']&:U?)

)8 120 1My GUoHo o )2136 2] ®OM BREZAOOD 1M a0 A1 af)omemad®1o)m),.

11. By what time would Kalam finish his morning paper distribution work? @>ileal )@
26m1E@I0S@IEN daldo all@lm@em c22all al)don @I e loyme)?

Ans : By 8:00 a.m. @2.{leel 8 @em1c@Ies
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12. What extra work did Kalam do in the evening after school? M®:0d & e0m88
00LEEMEEBRE 1@ BHaldo o ()00 GRW e ¢zdell@ieny 601 o lo)mM®?

Ans : Doing rounds of customers to collect dues @ 186)2@ 1@ M1MY atoMo i@ 180IMOQ

aflsyeud rvmdw]ofloym.

13. At what time did young Kalam usually fall asleep at night? @2(@ 1 M2WI@eM@IW 1 af)(®
26M 1e@IOSWIEM 6HI.2]) BLIDo HOEBE W 1R)M®?

Ans : By 9:00 p.m. @2(@ | 9 @6m 1eas

15. From which book of A. P. J. Abdul Kalam is this chapter extracted? (). o.{]. 6. @enj20d

S2A1NO0 a0 « YT OB 1@ M6 end BRW §IWo af)SYOD 152880 ?

Ans : My Journey: Transforming Dreams into Actions '06@ ¢2d6em |: (SOMMI Candda 163

(WlomS @ds) GRSHMDY"

16. Because of wartime conditions, the train stop at Rameswaram station was canceled.
Imagine young Kalam decides to write a letter to the Station Master of Rameswaram
requesting the reinstatement of the train stop. Draft the likely letter.

From
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam
Student, Rameswaram.

22 October 1939

To
The Station Master
Rameswaram Railway Station.

Sir,

Subject: Request to reinstate the train stop at Rameswaram — regarding.

| am writing this letter to draw your kind attention to the great difficulties faced by the people
of Rameswaram due to the sudden cancellation of the train stop at our station.

Because of this decision, our town is completely cut off from essential supplies like medicines,
food items, and daily newspapers. Gathering the newspaper bundles thrown from the moving
train is also extremely risky for young boys like us.

Therefore, | earnestly request you to take immediate steps to reinstate the regular train stop
here on humanitarian grounds.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

(Sd/-)

A. P.J. Abdul Kalam
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17. Samsuddin meets young Kalam to offer him his first job of collecting the newspaper

bundles thrown from the moving train. Write a short conversation between them.

Samsuddin: Kalam, the war is making things very difficult. It is so hard to get food and clothes
now.

Kalam: Yes, brother. Mother and Grandmother eat less food so that we children can eat
properly.

Samsuddin: Our newspaper business is also in trouble. The morning train will not stop at
Rameswaram station anymore.

Kalam: Oh, that is terrible! How will we get the newspapers then?

Samsuddin: The train guard will throw the bundles onto the platform from the moving train. |
need a fast boy to catch them. Will you do it?

Kalam: Yes, brother! | can run fast and collect them safely. | really want to help my family.
Samsuddin: | am proud of you, Kalam. You can start from tomorrow morning.

Kalam: Thank you, Samsuddin! | give you my word, | will be at the station on time.

18. Imagine that young Kalam returns home after his very first day working as a newspaper
distribution boy. Write his likely diary entry for that evening.

13th May 2026

Wednesday

What an unforgettable day! Today, at the age of eight, | earned my own money for the first
time. My day started very early. Mother woke me up in the dark for my math tuition and Arabic
school. After that, | rushed to the railway station. | had to run quickly to catch the heavy
newspaper bundles thrown onto the platform. When | gave her my earnings to help our family
during this difficult war time, | saw great pride in my mother’s eyes. | am happy that | kept my

word to Samsuddin. | look forward to tomorrow.

19. Imagine you are young Abdul Kalam. Write an email to your elder brother describing your
new routine as a newspaper delivery boy and how you help your family.

To: mustafal23@email.com
Subject: My first job at eight!
Dear brother,

Hope you are doing well. | am writing this email to share some news. Due to World War Il, our
family is facing many financial difficulties now.To help our parents, | have started working with
our cousin Samsuddin. Since the train does not stop at Rameswaram station now, newspaper
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mailto:mustafa123@email.com

bundles are thrown out from the moving train. My job is to collect these bundles and distribute
them.

Every morning, | wake up early, finish my studies, and run to the station to catch the papers. It
is a tiring routine, but | am very happy to contribute to our family income.

Reply to me when you get time.

With love,

Kalam

20. Prepare a narrative describing young Kalam’s thrilling experience at the Rameswaram
railway station on his first morning as a newspaper boy.

It was a cold morning. Young Abdul Kalam stood alone on the platform of the Rameswaram
railway station. It was his very first day on the job, and he felt both excited and nervous.

Suddenly, he heard a loud sound. The morning train was coming at a high speed. Because of the
war conditions, the train would not stop at the station. It came rushing in with a thunderous
roar and a cloud of dark smoke. Kalam stood firmly at his spot and watched carefully.

Like clockwork, large bundles of Dinamani newspapers were tossed out of the moving train
onto the platform. As soon as they hit the ground, Kalam sprinted forward and collected them
quickly. The train huffed and puffed away into the distance. Holding the fresh paper bundles in
his small hands, Kalam felt proud. He was no longer just a school boy, but a responsible working
man helping his family.
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