CHAPTER - 15
VILLAGE OF THE WATERMILLS

e The chapter is presented as a screenplay (film script) from Akira Kurosawa’s movie
'Dreams’, serving as a blueprint for directors, actors, and crew to bring the story to life
on screen. 6@ @O MM | ' @6 lBda 256838268 (NI@0' ((168)% 63dal &1
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e The setting opens with an outdoor scene (exterior) featuring a long wooden bridge
spanning across a river where multiple watermills are actively working. e leiw 1o
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e A young traveler enters the nameless village, which outsiders specifically refer to as
the 'Village of the Watermills' due to its iconic scenery. 630} @0 MDD |
Gl 12200 ED (NIDD) 1@ (el 166MY; BRE 1100 MAeU UMW
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e The young man watches some village children walk past and carefully place freshly
picked flowers onto a specific rock located on the other side of the bridge.
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e The traveler meets a 103-year-old wise village elder who is busy working and manually
adjusting the large gears of a watermill. 221.01(&OO MO0 UL(I® IO 2|(B6330d
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e The old man explains that the villagers spread out and live all around the area rather
than clustering in a single spot. (n22lem® 630 MUDLIOD A (Mo @@gm’]m&sm@,
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e The village completely rejects modern electricity because the old man believes people
have become too dependent on conveniences and throw out what is truly good. 600
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¢ Instead of electric lights, the villagers prefer using candles and linseed oil, embracing
the natural darkness of the night so they can clearly see the stars. o3 ©
A8 D EE) aldb@o (NIBNOMB OO BM 1@ 18820 nf)O88EN®)0
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e For agriculture, they strictly avoid using modern tractors to cultivate their paddies,
relying entirely on cows and horses instead. & \{l662®, m6Bg 0
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e They refuse to chop down living trees for fuel, choosing instead to collect naturally
fallen old wood and make charcoal, or use animal dung. eHCWMOD MO LM 88
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e The wise elder emphasizes that clean air, clean water, and plants are the most vital
things for human beings, but modern humans are destroying nature and polluting
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e The old man reveals that the rock by the bridge is actually the grave of a sick traveler
who died there long ago, and placing flowers on it became a traditional custom of
respect. 1221010 NS08 8] WLNIAMOMD 1@ g GROeseN 2] a@ o) 630y

GEIU WO® MVOAUIB YOS HLJOWIONMAN)0, BRM 1@ a8 GRMq[186MOY

Visit our website : oxfordacademykerala.com Contact : +91 9074391408



@RBONO0 A IEMIGINOMAIW 60 GY-212AdW | AT TWMIAEMaN 0 (1YL
OUE 100 S0maM).

e The village has no temples or priests; when someone passes away, the entire
community gathers to carry the deceased to the cemetery on the hill. g0 (OO @
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e The funeral being held that day is a joyful celebration for a 99-year-old woman, who
happened to be the old man's very first love. @M MS&)M KBRQWWIM®@I(® 99
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e The villagers do not celebrate the death of young people or children, but they view a
long, hard-working life ending at a ripe old age as a cause for happiness.
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e The old man changes into a colorful dress and hat, holds Shinto bells, and happily joins
the lively musical procession of dancing girls and flute players. Qyeu O_l(bema@,mam)
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e Deeply moved by the village’s beautiful way of life, the young traveler takes off his hat
in respect as the coffin passes, and places flowers on the stone before continuing his
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1. Who wrote the screenplay 'Village of the Watermills'? / 'aflegjf 0a0 &1
QORI af)M O lEEOL )P0 QO @RI ?

Ans: Akira Kurosawa. @& 10 @002V,

2. From which movie is this screenplay segment taken? / g0 ®1EHOD @IWo a@«ﬁ
amla @ mlmoen) «[)s)om 158802

Ans: Dreams. ((Wlo(V.

3. What do outsiders call the nameless village? / an(ogm']gdam 0D (NIAODOD
aROOMB80UB af)rmoen) flglee)ma?

Ans: Village of the Watermills. fleg)®f @af 61 QAR @M (@eRda 05608865

(N2A0).

4. What is the age of the wise old man in the village? / (noa©0 1021 2emOM WOIW
QUYRIM OO (ald®o  af)(@@I6M?

Ans: 103 years old. 103 Q@Y.

5. Why do the villagers completely reject modern electricity? / (\22lem @nggm']cea
00NUB O aly@ePRIWo MIEMI1EOMO ()TN0 E:IaMSI6M ?

Ans: Because they believe it makes people dependent on conveniences and destroys what

is truly good. @M AMYH O MDHM[EBRUDLE) BRSNS OTROAM 0

WLOBONOM 1@ MJOIW B0 68308 MU o {l66000M)0 GRAUG

QNvo1m 8 m e dMe.

6. What do the villagers use instead of electric lights at night? / @@ 1@ LA |
ANBENHNDEE) aldh@o (NIBIMD )M OalC@IUW1BE)M® ?

Ans: Candles and linseed oil. 0019890 1@ 1680 ~()o88ENRW; 0.

7. According to the old man, why is natural darkness at night a good thing? / O.lé@l)(ﬁ'e)o
@RE @Ol (@@ leal mided0lle s Megjd®)
200V 1H0M@ o [)a0ReE:I6NSI6M ?

Ans: Because it allows people to see the stars clearly. 80©)388™0&HJ6M8 A(OERA

DMYHJDHE) MHH(OEBROG (U SOAIW] &H26eMmIM  MOWIH8).

8. What do the villagers use to cultivate fields instead of tractors? / (S0 SO)H D HE)
ald®o QUWERHEIM &\ HWoseIm (allemd af)aolomm@den
@R (W 186, M@ ?

Ans: Cows and horses. o 100)8008W)o0 &0 lOHOS®)o.

9. What alternative sources do the villagers use as fuel? / eorwmoO® MO (I lemd
O lc@IUI1HO)M OO ADANEBBUWD afO@LJONI6M ?
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Ans: Naturally fallen wood, charcoal, and animal dung. MUI®o ANlY)M ©EMEOREEBBMD,

DRSO |, &MYl 2ldemdso.

10. What are the three most vital things required for human survival according to the old
man? / Q1yeMe0 GRE Dol amy«tjieo dlaimlada{ln) ~)Qaioe
@O DL A M) DI (6BBUD af)CL?

Ans: Clean air, clean water, and plants. ()RVIO®)Y, UBYRVERAI0, MUV 6BBUD.

11. What is the custom related to the big rock near the wooden bridge? / (msqkpal(mﬂ(ﬁ’
madlaiogg alelle &eRad®] MW G200 f)amden?

Ans: Placing flowers on the rock to honor a sick traveler buried there long ago. oIS

@rnflesonia] aeemenls 60) cEIXNIWOIW MIIFIWes BB OO G
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12. How do the villagers view the death of an elderly person who lived a long, natural life?
/ wnedailencw gallodloleleyes dldcaimiale Zlafla] AIddELE |0 1@}
DEEMASWYM BEI0S CUBIdSlom (NIAleMB ~f)eBROMM@I6N
afledlen)ma?

Ans: As a happy occasion and a celebration of a hard-working life. $:01mow12Mo

mloeon a8y Mg Zlallmeom 8230m) MEMIHEH2MEes B0y

@REARIDHANIW 6N GRAUD GROIOM BI6MIM®.

13. Whose funeral procession is being held on the day the traveler visits? / Me@i0@ |
MMRWIEeM EluMo BRDYOS VAIMOM &I  EARIDHW (DI
MSHO M@ ?

Ans: A 99-year-old woman who was the old man's first love. O_Iéréi)(ﬁ'e)o @3

(ctem@ 1Moo 99 L@MB8 6©) M(@1@yes.

14. What instruments and items are used in the lively funeral procession? / @
MZINO® BaWIN@IOD M Qale@IN1HNIM  AUIEE|JaldEMEBRE 0
MOWMEBRBL0 aOL?

Ans: Shinto bells, bugles, flutes, and flowers. H11Y¢0d @M 1B, HIOSEBBLD,

aR2JOBY)LRRBUD, ald HOUD.

15. What does the young traveler do at the end of the screenplay to show his respect? /
@ OHOLIWYOS @RAUMIMo OMOO GRBONT (aldSla{leOdMm @I Med®©]
~()0006M ©.21Q M@ ?

Ans: He takes off his hat and places flowers on the rock grave. @M Q@D‘A:ﬂ

DIQIH®Yo B0 alREOWd 10la] OB &HLOWI MWAB.[lea)EB®0 6.a1g M.

16. What is the central theme or message of this screenplay? / @09 © 1R8OS
(WM (@ a2y flto @RegJE 1T MVEMBWo f)amdem?

Ans: Living in harmony with nature and following eco-friendly practices. LnJcﬁ:é@qGCQ)DSU

enemeas] e, al@lmualo] MVanyBaload® Wlalserwd o flaoyso)s

o) MO.

17. Write a character sketch of the 103-year-old wise elder from the screenplay "Village
of the Watermills'.
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The Wise Old Man

The 103-year-old wise elder is the central and most inspiring character in 'Village of the
Watermills' written by Akira Kurosawa . Despite his advanced age, he is hardworking,
energetic, and is seen manually repairing the heavy gears of a watermill. He serves as the
voice of nature and wisdom in the screenplay. He is deeply connected to ancient traditions
and completely rejects modern technology like electricity and tractors, believing they ruin
human connection with nature.

He lives a simple, eco-friendly life, using candles for light and fallen dead wood for fuel. His
philosophy towards death is beautiful; he views it not as a sorrowful event but as a joyful
celebration of a well-lived, hard-working life. He is a true environmentalist who values clean
air, clean water, and thriving plants above all material wealth.

18. Imagine that the young traveler and the wise old man have a conversation about the
tradition of putting flowers on the rock grave near the bridge. Write a suitable
dialogue between them.

e Young Traveler: This is beautiful. In cities, people are busy. They do not care about
strangers. Why?

e Wise Old Man: City people run too fast. They chase money. They forget the ground
beneath them.

e Young Traveler: Is that why you reject electricity? | see no wires or poles.

e Wise Old Man: Yes, we choose candles. True darkness shows the stars. It reminds us we
are small.

e Young Traveler: Farming without tractors must be hard. Is it not tiring?

e Wise Old Man: It is hard but honest work. We love our animals. Tractors only hurt the
soil.

e Young Traveler: You do not cut living trees. Where do you get wood?

e Wise Old Man: We never cut living trees. We only gather dead branches. Trees give us
clean air.

e Young Traveler: Your words are wonderful. Can I put flowers on this stone too?

e Wise Old Man: Yes, please do. Now you are not a stranger. You belong to our village.

19. Write a short review on the major themes and messages conveyed through Akira Kurosawa’s
'Village of the Watermills'.

Themes and Message of the Screenplay

Akira Kurosawa’s '"Village of the Watermills' is a beautiful critique of modern progress and a
celebration of eco-friendly living. The central theme of the screenplay is 'Living in harmony
with nature'. Through the character of the 103-year-old wise man, the story highlights the
conflict between 'Tradition vs. Modernity'. The village rejects modern electricity, fuel-
guzzling vehicles, and chemical fertilizers, choosing candles, animal-driven agriculture, and
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fallen wood instead. This conveys the message that clean air, clean water, and thriving trees
are far more valuable for human survival than technological comforts. Another profound
theme explored here is 'Life and Death'. Unlike modern society which mourns death with
sadness, this village treats the natural passing away of an elder as a joyful occasion to
celebrate a long, hard-working, and completed life.

20. Imagine you are the young traveler who visited the "Village of the Watermills’.
Write a diary entry describing your experiences and feelings after leaving the
village.

26 May 2026
Tuesday

What an unforgettable day! Today, | visited a beautiful place called the 'Village of the Watermills'.
Walking through that village felt like entering a different world altogether—a world completely
untouched by the chaos of modern technology. | met an incredible 103-year-old wise man who
opened my eyes to the real meaning of life. He taught me how the human heart becomes polluted
when we separate ourselves from nature. Seeing the joyful, musical funeral procession of a 99-year-
old woman was deeply moving. They don't cry for death; they celebrate a hard-working life! Before
leaving, | placed some flowers on the stone grave near the bridge to show my respect. This trip has
completely changed my perspective on progress. | want to live closer to nature from now on.

21. The Nature Club of your school decides to screen Akira Kurosawa’s short film
"Village of the Watermills' on World Environment Day. Draft a notice to inform the
students about the event.

Answer:

GOVT. HIGH SCHOOL, KOZHIKODE
NOTICE

Film Screening: Village of the Watermills

Dear Students,

To celebrate World Environment Day, the School Nature Club has decided to screen the world-
famous short film 'Village of the Watermills' directed by the legendary filmmaker Akira Kurosawa.
The film beautifully shows how humans can live in perfect harmony with nature without relying on
modern, polluting technology. All students are warmly invited to watch this inspiring movie.

e Date: June 5, 2026
¢ Time: 2:00 PM
¢ Venue: School Auditorium

Visit our website : oxfordacademykerala.com Contact : +91 9074391408




Come and get inspired to protect our mother nature!

Kozhikode Secretary,
26-05-2026 Nature Club
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