CHAPTER - 13
A TALE OF TWO GIFTS

Della's financial distress: Della had saved only $1.87 over several months by carefully
budgeting her grocery shopping, but it was the day before Christmas, and she felt helpless
and wept because it was not enough to buy a worthy gift for her husband, Jim.
18121086 MIWMEBBUD QIS MYSHNMEWIONS (IIEBE | AIMEBBEIW | dry5lon.aflgo
OO0 1.87 GAWIBAD MD(MEA HWLJW &6) MMUIE 16600 B 1et10) 10M88 3. ~f)M I
atleQmy (@& 1mMam) @r®150 @Me0 BAOMINII® Hlewrila) GRMEWIR |AIW B0,
MUERDMo LIEBBIM BRM @ 1@ 12/6LJD a])EMIBOM @GR (1d0WEWINS

& s @@ flem) & o600

The humble household: The couple Lived in a modest, furnished room costing $8 a week,
reflecting their tight financial situation as Jim earned a small salary of $20 a week.
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The two precious possessions: Despite their poverty, Jim and Della owned two things they
were incredibly proud of: Jim's gold watch, a cherished heirloom from his father and
grandfather, and Della's exceptionally long, beautiful brown hair. Ba(or](ecgm']elgo
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Della's sacrifice: To buy Jim a proper gift, Della went to Mrs. Sofronie's hair shop and sold
her beautiful hair for $20, leaving her with short hair that made her look like a schoolboy.
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e Buying the gift: With the money, Della searched multiple shops and joyfully bought a
simple yet valuable gold watch chain for $21, which perfectly matched Jim’s quiet dignity
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e Jim's shocked reaction: When Jim returned home, he stared at Della with a strange,
unreadable expression that filled her with fear, not because he was angry, but because he
was deeply shocked by her transformation. £lo Q1510 @@ 16 200 1@ 20D, 28]
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¢ The mutual irony unveiled: Jim presented his gift to Della—a set of beautiful, jeweled
combs she had admired in A shop window for a long time, but which she could no longer
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e The ultimate twist: The ultimate irony is revealed when Della asked Jim for his watch to
see how the new chain looked on it; Jim smiled and told her that he had sold his gold
watch to get the money to buy those combs for her hair. ®20 (26851 o O @
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¢ The author's conclusion: The story concludes by noting that although these two
youngsters sacrificed their greatest treasures, their selfless love made them the wisest of
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1. Who is the author of the story "A Tale of Two Gifts"? "a(j) 65@1@ 630al ) W lad Q@™

a)M SLOWYOS © 21 IS GREIM?

Ans: O. Henry 632 6a0MO]

2. How much money had Della saved in total for Jim's Christmas gift? &le2lae0 (& 1mamy

MERdMOD MO 0L BROS: af)(@ alémAdem MMIIE]fle)mM@ ?

Ans: One dollar and eighty-seven cents ($1.87) &®) GWIEN)0 af)eNdalOm I6@Y 6aVM 00

3. On what festival does the story take place? ()@ QOO MO0 alURUDODIOD l21d6m

800 HLO MSHM®) ?

Ans: Christmas (& myamy
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4. How much was the weekly rent for the furnished room where Jim and Della lived? £1ex)o
oWej®o @12l andem ]l 6010 @ O lwes GR Y al@laal AIdSH
af)(@@O®1@mM,?

Ans: $8 a week @R Y 21 1@ 8 GWISD

5. What was Jim's weekly salary? £levi10f00 G 2101021 toMIgo af)@®@I® 1@m,?

Ans: $20 a week @R Y 21 1@ 20 GAWIRD

6. What was the precious family heirloom owned by Jim? £lexlafe 0
00 B NBAYENSIW 1M A IdEMIE AW ] &151® Aflalea|s MMIdE o afj@dwsTo)my?

Ans: His gold watch GrOIM OO MIBEN QD]

7. To whom did Jim's gold watch belong before him? flewilay 200aT @ MUIdeR Do)
@R®)ESMIW ©)mM,?

Ans: His father and his grandfather GRQIM OO GR.2JM COWo OMYM COW o

8. What was the most beautiful possession owned by Della? owgj®,6s
186028 1M ~JQORe AGMINOAIW MVMIIBo @I 1©M?

Ans: Her long, beautiful brown hair @o186s M8 88 AEMI~OoRI® MAl1gmomes
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9. To whose shop did Della go to sell her hair? oys1 afl@endmoa] awe| @B ©6S
SHSW CRISHI6M Cald@ O ?

Ans: Mrs. Sofronie's shop @ lm/1m) emdg(026m 1@6es dsw 1@

10. How much money did Mrs. Sofronie pay Della for her hair? owgj@es oysley @) alaulmy
CMVIE(0IEM | af)(® alemMDIEM ML 1M ?

Ans: Twenty dollars ($20)

11. What gift did Della buy for Jim? &lox'1mo>@1 eawe] Q1268 1® MERdIMo of)0mI@ lo)my?

Ans: A gold watch chain 630 M6 (2.2] 6.1 ad

12. How much did Della pay for the gold watch chain? quidep Q1daf 6.al@lmmo@] ewe]
af)(® atemadeny M@ 1O ?

Ans: Twenty-one dollars ($21)

13. How old was Jim? &£1eni10Y o ()(@ @O 1M (ald@o?

Ans: Twenty-two (22) years old
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14. What did Jim buy as a Christmas gift for Della? oW @6) (& MM MendMadW] &lo
af)amoem DeEE I M ?

Ans: A set of beautiful jeweled combs 2000 o i@ lo{l.2) 8@} &S50 AGMIOOAIW

aflda 280D

15. Where had Della first seen the beautiful jeweled combs? 2©0)&0 o 1® 1o {12} G
DM aflda 36 0d oWe] GRE|RIW] af)ailos@dem &ensm ?

Ans: In a shop window 6@©) &S®)0Ss 2MdaIw o

16. How did Jim get the money to buy the expensive combs for Della? G)(wgdqﬁ'ce@"
el sl aflda |8 0d 1I26BBIMEE aleMo Eoxi 1) af)sBBam@O6M aIE].2j0)?

Ans: He sold his gold watch @M @00 quideR Ada] aflgy

17. Why could Della not use the combs gifted by Jim? &flo MemdM 2] 2flBa ] 0d OWEJY ©6)
a()10)0BHI6NBIEM O IEWIUT 180D &Y WO 1DM@ ?

Ans: Because she had cut off and sold her hair &:2©6mo @ OM OO @S| M0 12))

g leymm

18. Why could Jim not use the watch chain gifted by Della? eawg] Mendm o) QD] 02110
=£eri10Y o()00,0HIeMBI6M Hale@IUI 8O0 HY¥ WO 1M M ?

Ans: Because he had sold his watch to buy her gift £:206Mo @RLWSBSE MEANIMo

CU26BBIMOW ] @RAUM @M 0 (dof Ailgloym;

19. Whom does the author consider as the wisest of all gift-givers at the end of the story?
SLWYOS BRAIMIMo, MENIMEBBUD MM 1D 1@ 62] aQ0 enREYIA@IIW]
@21 1MIOT HEMENIBE)MO BRHOOW@IEN) ?

Ans: Della and Jim (The two children) 6awg®yo &1emyo (B NS WD HO D)

20. Prepare a character sketch of Della based on your reading of the story 'A Tale of Two
Gifts'.
Character Sketch of Della

Della is the main character in the story "A Tale of Two Gifts". She is a very loving and caring
wife. She lives with her husband, Jim, in a small rented room. They are very poor and have very
little money.
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Della has very long, beautiful brown hair. Her hair is like a beautiful waterfall. It is her greatest
treasure. She loves her husband Jim very much. She wants to buy a beautiful Christmas gift for
him, but she has saved only $1.87. This makes her very sad, and she cries.

To buy a good gift, Della makes a big sacrifice.

She goes to a hair shop and sells her beautiful hair for $20. With this money, she buys a nice
gold watch chain for Jim. She is unselfish and brave. Even when her hair is gone, she only thinks
about Jim's happiness. Her pure love makes her a truly wonderful character.

21. Prepare a character sketch of Jim based on your reading of the story 'A Tale of Two Gifts'.
Character Sketch of Jim

Jim is a very important character in the story "A Tale of Two Gifts". He is Della's young husband.
He is twenty-two years old. He works very hard to take care of his family, but his salary is only
$20 a week. He looks thin, serious, and carries a lot of responsibility.

Jim owns a beautiful gold watch. This watch belonged to his father and grandfather. It is his
greatest and most valuable treasure. Jim loves his wife, Della, very much. He wants to give her a
wonderful Christmas gift.

To buy a gift for Della, Jim makes a silent sacrifice. He sells his precious gold watch to get
money. With that money, he buys an expensive set of jeweled combs for Della's long hair. He
does not think about his own loss. He only wants to make Della happy. He is a very loving,

selfless, and noble husband.

22. Della decides to sell her beautiful hair to Mrs. Sofronie to buy a gift for Jim. Prepare the

conversation between Della and Mrs. Sofronie with 5 exchanges for each person.

Della: Excuse me, ma'am. Will you buy my hair?

Mrs. Sofronie: Of course, | buy hair. Let me see it.

Della: It is very long and clean. Take off my hat and look.

Mrs. Sofronie: Yes, it is very good hair. | like the color.

Della: Thank you, ma‘am. How much money can you give me?
Mrs. Sofronie: | can give you twenty dollars for this hair.

Della: Oh, that is very good. Can you take it quickly?
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Mrs. Sofronie: Yes, sit down on the chair and do not move.
Della: Please be fast, | need to buy a gift today.

Mrs. Sofronie: Do not worry, child. | am cutting it right now.

23. On the night before Christmas, after exchanging the gifts, Jim sits down to think about the

day's ironical events. Prepare the diary entry written by Jim.

24 December 2026

Monday

Today was a very strange day. | came home and saw Della. Her beautiful long hair was gone. |
was shocked and sad. | bought beautiful combs for her hair, but now she cannot use them.
Then, she gave me my gift. It was a gold chain for my watch. But | sold my watch to buy her
combs. Now, my watch is gone and her hair is gone. Our gifts are useless now. But | am not
angry. | know she loves me very much. We both lost our treasures for love. Love is the greatest

gift of all.

24. The story ends when Jim and Della find out about their useless gifts. Imagine what

happened next and write a simple narrative paragraph continuing the story.

The Beautiful Christmas Night

After sharing the secret, Jim smiled gently and sat down on the old sofa. He looked at Della with
deep warmth in his eyes. Della walked over to him, holding the gold watch chain tightly in her
small hand. She wrapped her arms around his neck and whispered that her hair would grow
back very fast. Jim held her close and told her that no haircut could ever change his love for her.
They decided to put their beautiful but useless gifts away safely in a drawer. Jim looked at the
delicious food on the table and suggested they enjoy their Christmas dinner together. They ate
their dinner happily in their small room, laughing and talking. Even though they lost their finest
worldly possessions, their room was filled with true joy. Their selfless sacrifices proved that

their love was the greatest wealth of all.
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