CHAPTER -4
‘DREAMS REALISED' BY MAHADEYV DESAI

e Dreams Realised' is an account written by Mahadev Desai, the personal secretary of
Mahatma Gandhi. It describes Gandhiji’s visit to Europe, his interactions with people,
and his powerful ideas on non-violence, education, and independence.
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e During his tour of England, Gandhiji visited France where students welcomed him as
the "'spiritual ambassador of India" and a **healing balm' to a war-weary Europe.
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o He taught the youth that non-violence is a weapon of the strong, requiring a strong
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« Gandhiji defined true bravery as standing the blows of an adversary without
retaliating, rather than simply Killing or being killed in battle. @avoo b og);memd
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« He believed real education is not about memorizing facts or passing exams, but about
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« Gandhiji initially did not know who Charlie Chaplin was, but agreed to meet him
because Chaplin "lived for the people™ and made millions laugh. a1>@afl 2124 fl0d
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e He explained to Chaplin that he opposed machinery because it caused unemployment
among Indian peasants, and emphasized that every nation should be self-contained in
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e Gandhiji corrected misconceptions about Indian women by highlighting their heroic
role in the freedom struggle, where even "unlettered” women bore lathi blows and
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« He stated that independence is not a 'gift™ from one nation to another, but a birthright
earned through self-sacrifice and non-violence. m1>@(@§o ) MO 0 IR jo 20QI©}
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1. Based on the lesson 'Dreams Realised’, prepare a character sketch of Mahatma Gandhi.

CHARACTER SKETCH OF MAHATMA GANDHI

Mahatma Gandbhi, as portrayed in '‘Dreams Realised' by Mahadev Desai, is a visionary leader and
a spiritual ambassador. Gandhiji was a man of great inner strength. He believed that non-
violence is not a weapon of the weak but of the strongest. To him, true bravery was not about

killing but about suffering without retaliation.

He was a great educator who emphasized that the true goal of education is character building, not

just academic knowledge. He also held Indian women in high regard, recognizing their heroic
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role in the freedom struggle. Overall, he was a leader who led by example, focusing on self-

sacrifice and universal love.

2. Imagine you are a student representative who attended Gandhiji's reception in France. You
are asked to deliver a speech about Gandhiji's ideas on education. Prepare the speech.

GANDHUJI’S VIEWS ON EDUCATION

Respected teachers and my dear friends,

A very good morning to you all. Today, I would like to share some thoughts on Gandhiji’s
revolutionary ideas regarding education, as we discussed in the lesson '‘Dreams Realised'.

Gandhiji believed that "Real education does not consist in packing the brain with so many facts
and figures." For him, education was not about passing exams or getting degrees. Instead, he
believed that the primary aim of education is the development of character. He wanted students
to be courageous and non-violent. He taught us that true education should make a person self-
reliant and morally strong. Let us all strive to follow these values in our student life to become
better citizens.

Thank you.
3. Prepare a news report on the meeting between Mahatma Gandhi and Charlie Chaplin.
HISTORIC MEETING: THE MAHATMA AND THE TRAMP

London: A historic and unusual meeting took place yesterday between the Indian leader
Mahatma Gandhi and the world-famous comedian Charlie Chaplin. The meeting was arranged

after Chaplin expressed a deep desire to meet the 'spiritual ambassador' of India.

During the conversation, Gandhiji explained his views on machinery and the spinning wheel. He
clarified that he is not against machines, but against those that create unemployment for the poor.
Chaplin, who grew up in poverty, expressed his support for Gandhiji’s concern for the common

people. The meeting, which lasted for a significant time, was witnessed by many and is seen as a

union of two great souls who work for the masses.

4. Imagine you are Charlie Chaplin. You are very impressed after meeting Gandhiji. Write a
diary entry about your feelings.
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22 September 1931

Monday

What a remarkable day! | finally met Mahatma Gandhi today. Initially, | was nervous, but his
simplicity and warmth put me at ease. When he explained why he carries the spinning wheel, 1
understood his deep love for the poor peasants of India. He isn't just a political leader; he is a
spiritual force. Meeting him was a life-changing experience. | feel inspired to reflect more on his
ideas of non-violence and self-reliance in my own life.

5. Prepare a write-up on Gandhiji’s views on Non-violence, Education, and Women as depicted
in the lesson 'Dreams Realised'.

Dreams Realised: Gandhiji's Vision

'Dreams Realised' is an inspiring account written by Mahadev Desai about Mahatma Gandhi’s
visit to Europe. During this journey, Gandhiji shared his great ideas with the world. He taught
the students in France that non-violence is not for weak people, but it is the weapon of the
strongest. According to him, true bravery is not about hitting others, but about suffering pain

without fighting back.

Regarding education, Gandhiji believed that it is not just about learning facts or passing exams.
The real goal of education is to build a good character. He also met the famous actor Charlie
Chaplin. Gandhiji explained that he supported the spinning wheel (Charkha) because he wanted
to give work to the poor people of India and make the nation self-reliant. Finally, he praised the
Indian women for their great courage in the freedom struggle. He proved that independence is

not a gift from others, but a birthright that we must achieve through sacrifice.

6. Imagine the conversation between Mahatma Gandhi and Charlie Chaplin during their

meeting in London. Prepare the conversation.

Chaplin : Hello Mr. Gandhi! It is a great joy to meet you.

Gandhiji : Hello! I am also very happy to meet you, Mr. Chaplin.

Chaplin : I have a doubt. Why do you hate machines?

Gandhiji : 1 do not hate all machines. | only hate machines that take away people's jobs.
Chaplin : Oh, I understand. Is that why you use the spinning wheel?

Gandhiji : Yes. The spinning wheel gives work to poor people in Indian villages.
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Chaplin : That is a very good idea. You really love your people.
Gandbhiji : Yes, | want my country to be self-reliant.

Chaplin : Your words are very inspiring. Thank you for your time.
Gandhiji: You are welcome. Keep making people happy with your acting.
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