CHAPTERS -2
'‘DEBTS OF GRATITUDE' - SELMA LAGERLOF

Selma Lagerlof is on a train to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. The
atmosphere is quiet and dream-like, as her fellow passengers are dozing. mum@ealo
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She feels a ""'wondrous joy" about the prize but is also filled with anxiety. She is deeply
saddened that her father is not alive to witness her success, knowing he would have been
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The motion of the train makes her feel as if she is gliding into space, leading her to
daydream about meeting her father in Paradise. She imagines him sitting in a rocking
chair on a sunlit veranda. es@1mlne0 alaiMo @20d 6nla 1820000 12105 B3|

MS &6 B@INEMN GMIM@ GROUE G HENSISNM, M MIBROM 1@ 6] ®MOO GR.gleM
H2MMO 1M B0 12288 G ldMIaTmom 1eales) @RI M en)my. a1 aflem

e leal G360 3 18/l GrEGaN0 N 1H6M@ BRI MVE: G |loem;.

In her dream, she tells her father she is heavily in debt. She is not referring to money, but
to the ""debts of gratitude™ she owes to everyone who shaped her life. @aeo quiaTmoo @3,
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She credits her father for introducing her to music and literature. She also feels indebted to
the storytellers, vagabonds, and old people who taught her the poetry in nature and black
forests through their tales of trolls and water-sprites. mowlmayo M0 1@ o @ losy
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Selma acknowledges her friend Esselde, who supported her when no one else believed in
her. She even expresses gratitude to her critics, noting that both praise and censure helped
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Her greatest debt is to the Swedish Academy for giving her the Nobel Prize and showing
immense trust in her work. She asks her father how she can ever repay such an honor.
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Her father, overcome with joy and tears, tells her that some problems cannot be solved
even in Heaven. He advises her to simply be happy and celebrate the honor. muemmoato
OI6NE &6 M 1060 @R_2J0d, aflBl (a8 MEBBUDEEY MVIBYOD 1@ GaldBlo al@la0d0a l0g)m)
BRUEEIS alOMYM). HSEBBOREN)O 2] B30BOM A 16600® 60D enla0)A® 1 @
MUEMIH186I2MY0 BRE2IDH180IM)o BREGANo GRS OalERU 1H6))M).

The dream ends as she addresses the Royal family and the Academy, proposing a toast to
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1. Prepare a write up of the speech "Debts of Gratitude™ by Selma Lagerlof.

REVIEW /WRITE-UP: DEBTS OF GRATITUDE

"Debts of Gratitude™ is a beautiful moving speech by Selma Lagerlof, the first woman to win
the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1909. The speech describes her emotional journey while
traveling by train to Stockholm to receive her award.

On the way, she falls into a daydream where she meets her dead father in Paradise. She tells him
that she is "heavily in debt," but she does not mean money. Instead, she means she owes a huge
"thank you" to everyone who helped her become a great writer.

The author explains that she is thankful to her father for teaching her to love fairy tales and
sagas. She also feels she owes a debt to nature, including the animals, birds, and trees that told
her their secrets. She remembers the old men and women in small cottages who told her
wonderful stories about trolls and water-sprites.

Finally, she thanks her faithful friends and her readers for their support and love. The message of
this review is that success is never a solo journey, and we must always be grateful to those who
help us grow.

2. Describe the character of Selma Lagerlof's father based on her memories and daydream.

SELMA LAGERLOF'S FATHER - CHARACTER SKETCH

Selma’s father was a very kind and loving person who played a big role in her life. In her dream,
he is shown as a simple man sitting in a rocking chair on a sunny veranda. He was a man who
loved music and books. He used to play the piano and sing songs to his children.
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He also encouraged her to read fairy tales and stories of heroes. He was a very happy and
carefree man who always welcomed his daughter with love. Even in her dream, when she tells
him about her success, he is filled with tears of joy and pride. He represents the support and love
of a family that helps a person reach great heights.

3. Explain the significance of the train journey to Stockholm. How did it help the narrator's
reflections?

The train journey to Stockholm

The train journey to Stockholm is very important in this story. Usually, Selma went to
Stockholm to do hard things like passing exams. But this time, she was going to receive the
world’s highest honor, the Nobel Prize. On the train, it was quiet and dark, which helped her to
think and daydream. As the train moved smoothly, she felt like she was gliding into space and
going toward Paradise. This journey was not just a travel from one place to another; it was a
journey of her memories. She used this time to remember everyone who helped her become a
famous writer.

4. How did nature and the common people influence Selma Lagerlof's writing?

Selma Lagerlof believed that her success was not hers alone. She felt that she "owed" a lot to
nature and the common people. She says that the animals, birds, trees, and flowers told her their
"secrets,"” which she later wrote in her books. She also felt thankful to the poor vagabonds and
old people in small cottages. These people told her wonderful stories about water-sprites, trolls,
and enchanted maidens. They taught her that there is "poetry in hard rocks and black forests".
She even thanked her readers and the critics who praised or corrected her. This shows that she
was a very humble person who found inspiration in everything around her.

5. Imagine you are Selma Lagerlof. Write a letter to your friend Esselde expressing your
gratitude after winning the Nobel Prize.

AB villa

XY Street
Stockholm -07

10 December 1909

Dear Esselde,
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| am writing this letter to you from Stockholm with a heart full of joy. Today is a very special
day because | have received the Nobel Prize in Literature. As I stood on the stage, | thought of
many people, but I thought of you most of all.

| remember the days when | was just starting to write. Many people did not believe in me, but
you did. You were my faithful friend who "opened doors" for me when | had no hope. You gave
me the courage to keep writing my stories. | feel that | am in a "debt of gratitude” to you that |
can never fully repay.

This prize belongs to you as much as it belongs to me. Thank you for being my light in the dark.
I miss you and wish you were here to see this moment.

Yours lovingly,

Selma Lagerlof

6. Selma Lagerlof has arrived at Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. You are
assigned the task of introducing and welcoming her. Write the text of the announcement.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Your Majesties, and Honoured Guests,

It is a momentous occasion for all of us as we gather here today. We are here to honour a woman
who has woven magic through her words, turning simple folk tales into eternal literature. Born in
1858 and educated privately, she broke barriers to become the first woman member of the
Swedish Academy.

From the "fairy tales and sagas of heroes" taught by her father to the "wonderful stories of water-
sprites and trolls™ told by old men and women in grey cottages, her journey has been one of deep
imagination and profound gratitude.

Today, she stands before us as the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. Please join
me in a warm welcome for the weaver of The Story of Gosta Berling and The Invisible Links—
Selma Lagerlof!.

7. Imagine you are Selma Lagerlof on the train to Stockholm. Write a diary entry about your
feelings.

10 December 1909

Monday

It was a very special day in my life. | was on the train to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize. |
felt very happy, but | also felt a little sad. | was sad because my father is no longer alive. He
would be so proud to hear this news. As | sat in the train, | felt like | was in a dream. | had so
many people to thank. | owed a lot to my father for his stories, to my friends for their help, and
even to nature for its beauty. | felt "heavily in debt™" because so many people helped me become a
writer. | was thankful for everything.

Visit our website : oxfordacademykerala.com Contact : +91 9074391408




8. Imagine you are a reporter who is interviewing Selma Lagerlof after she won the Nobel
Prize. Prepare 6 questions you may ask to her.
e How do you feel about traveling to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize?
e Why does the thought of your father bring you deep sorrow today?
e What did you mean when you told your father that you are "heavily in debt"?
e Which people from your childhood helped you learn to love stories and poetry?
e How has nature influenced the secrets and stories found in your books?

e What would you like to say to your faithful friend, Esselde, and your many readers?
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