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CHAPTERS - 2 

'DEBTS OF GRATITUDE' - SELMA LAGERLOF 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Selma Lagerlof is on a train to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. The 

atmosphere is quiet and dream-like, as her fellow passengers are dozing. സന്ദർഭവ ും 

പശ്ചാത്തലവ ും: സെൽമ ലാഗർലലാഫ് ൊഹിത്യത്തിനുള്ള ലനാബൽ െമ്മാനം 

ഏറ്റുവാങ്ങുന്നത്ിനായി ലറാക്കലഹാമിലലക്ക സരെയിനിൽ യാരത് സെയ്യുകയാണ്. 

െഹയാരത്ക്ാർ മയങ്ങിക്ിെക്ുന്നത്ിനാൽ സരെയിനിസല അന്തരീക്ഷം ശാന്തവും ഒരു 

െവപ്നത്ുലയവുമാണ്. 

• She feels a "wondrous joy" about the prize but is also filled with anxiety. She is deeply 

saddened that her father is not alive to witness her success, knowing he would have been 

the proudest. െമ്മാനം ലഭിച്ചത്ിൽ അവൾക്ക "അത്ഭുത്കരമായ െലന്താഷം" ലത്ാന്നുന്നുസെങ്കിലും 

മനസ്സക ആശങ്കാകുലമാണ്. ത്ന്സെ വിജയം കാണാൻ അച്ഛൻ ജീവിച്ചിരിപ്പിലല എന്നത് അവസെ വലലാസത് 

െങ്കെസപ്പെുത്തുന്നു, കാരണം ഈ വാർത്തയിൽ ഏറ്റവും കൂെുത്ൽ അഭിമാനിക്ുന്നത് 

അലേഹമായിരിക്ും എന്നക അവൾക്െിയാം. 

• The motion of the train makes her feel as if she is gliding into space, leading her to 

daydream about meeting her father in Paradise. She imagines him sitting in a rocking 

chair on a sunlit veranda. സരെയിനിന്സെ െലനം ത്ാൻ ബഹിരാകാശത്തിലൂസെ ഒഴുകി 

നെക്ുകയാസണന്ന ലത്ാന്നൽ അവെിൽ ഉൊക്ുന്നു, ഇത് െവർഗ്ഗത്തിൽ സവച്ചക ത്ന്സെ അച്ഛസന 

കാണുന്നത്ിസനക്ുെിച്ചുള്ള ദിവാെവപ്നത്തിലലക്ക അവസെ നയിക്ുന്നു. സവയിൽ വീണ 

വരാന്തയിസല ആട്ടുക്ട്ടിലിൽ അലേഹം ഇരിക്ുന്നത് അവൾ െങ്കൽപ്പിക്ുന്നു. 

• In her dream, she tells her father she is heavily in debt. She is not referring to money, but 

to the "debts of gratitude" she owes to everyone who shaped her life. ത്ന്സെ െവപ്നത്തിൽ, 

ത്ാൻ വലിയ കെബാധ്യത്യിലാസണന്നക അവൾ അച്ഛലനാട് പെയുന്നു. ഇത് പണസത്തക്ുെിച്ചലല, മെിച്ചക 

ത്ന്സെ ജീവിത്സത്ത രൂപസപ്പെുത്തിയ എലലാവലരാെുമുള്ള "കൃത്ജ്ഞത്ാ കെങ്ങസെ" കുെിച്ചാണ് അവൾ 

െൂെിപ്പിക്ുന്നത്. 

• She credits her father for introducing her to music and literature. She also feels indebted to 

the storytellers, vagabonds, and old people who taught her the poetry in nature and black 

forests through their tales of trolls and water-sprites. െംഗീത്വും ൊഹിത്യവും ത്നിക്ക 

പരിെയസപ്പെുത്തിയത്ിന് അവൾ അച്ഛലനാട് കെസപ്പട്ടിരിക്ുന്നു. കൂൊസത്, മരന്തവാദികെുസെയും 

ജലപിശാെുക്െുസെയും കഥകെിലൂസെ രപകൃത്ിയിസലയും കെുത്ത വനങ്ങെിസലയും കവിത്കൾ 
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ത്നിക്ക മനസ്സിലാക്ിത്തന്ന കഥാകാരന്മാലരാെും നാലൊെികലൊെും വലയാധ്ികലരാെും അവൾക്ക 

കെപ്പാെുെക. 

• Selma acknowledges her friend Esselde, who supported her when no one else believed in 

her. She even expresses gratitude to her critics, noting that both praise and censure helped 

her grow. ആരും വിശവെിക്ാത്ിരുന്ന കാലത്തക ത്സന്ന പിന്തുണച്ച െുഹൃത്തക എസസ്സൽഡസയ സെൽമ 

അനുസ്മരിക്ുന്നു. ത്ന്സെ വെർച്ചയ്ക്ക്ക രപശംെയും വിമർശനവും ഒരുലപാസല െഹായിച്ചുസവന്നക 

െൂെിക്ാട്ടി, വിമർശകർക്ും അവൾ നന്ദി പെയുന്നു. 

• Her greatest debt is to the Swedish Academy for giving her the Nobel Prize and showing 

immense trust in her work. She asks her father how she can ever repay such an honor. 

ത്നിക്ക ലനാബൽ െമ്മാനം നൽകുകയും ത്ന്സെ രപവർത്തനങ്ങെിൽ വലിയ വിശവാെം 

രപകെിപ്പിക്ുകയും സെയ്ക്ത് െവീഡിഷ് അക്ാദമിലയാൊണ് അവെുസെ ഏറ്റവും വലിയ കെപ്പാട്. ഇരത് 

വലിസയാരു ബഹുമത്ി ത്നിക്ക എങ്ങസന ത്ിരിച്ചുനൽകാൻ കഴിയുസമന്നക അവൾ അച്ഛലനാട് 

ലൊദിക്ുന്നു. 

• Her father, overcome with joy and tears, tells her that some problems cannot be solved 

even in Heaven. He advises her to simply be happy and celebrate the honor. െലന്താഷം 

സകാെക കണ്ണുനിെഞ്ഞ അച്ഛൻ, െില രപശ്നങ്ങൾക്ക െവർഗ്ഗത്തിൽ ലപാലും പരിഹാരമിസലലന്നക 

അവലൊട് പെയുന്നു. കെങ്ങസെക്ുെിച്ചക ഓർത്തക വിഷമിക്ാസത് ഈ ബഹുമത്ിയിൽ 

െലന്താഷിക്ാനും ആല ാഷിക്ാനും അലേഹം അവസെ ഉപലദശിക്ുന്നു. 

• The dream ends as she addresses the Royal family and the Academy, proposing a toast to 

show her heartfelt gratitude. രാജകുെുംബസത്തയും അക്ാദമിസയയും അഭിെംലബാധ്ന 

സെയ്ക്ത്ുസകാെക, ത്ന്സെ ഹൃദയംഗമമായ നന്ദി രപകെിപ്പിക്ുന്നത്ിനായി ഒരു ലൊറക (Toast) 

നിർലേശിക്ുന്നലത്ാസെ െവപ്നം അവൊനിക്ുന്നു. 

Bound for ലക്ഷയമാക്ി യാരത്സെയ്യുന്ന / ലപാകാനിരിക്ുന്ന 

Compartment സരെയിനിസല മുെി / അെ 

Dozing മയങ്ങുക 

Dispel അകറ്റുക / ദൂരീകരിക്ുക 

Anxiety ആശങ്ക / ഉത്കണ്ഠ 

First and foremost െർലവാപരി / എലലാറ്റിലുമുപരിയായി 

Amiss സത്റ്റായ / അെവാഭാവികമായ 

Indirect approach പലരാക്ഷമായ രീത്ി 

Debt കെം / കെപ്പാട് 

Vagabonds നാലൊെികൾ / അലഞ്ഞുത്ിരിയുന്നവർ 

Mischief കുെൃത്ി / വികൃത്ി 
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Censure കെുത്ത വിമർശനം / കുറ്റസപ്പെുത്തൽ 

Distinctions ബഹുമത്ികൾ / രപലത്യകത്കൾ 

Bestowing നൽകുക / െമ്മാനിക്ുക 

Rack my brains കഠിനമായി െിന്തിക്ുക / ബുദ്ധിമുട്ടുക 

Toast ഒരാസെ ആദരിച്ചുസകാെുള്ള മദയപാന െെങ്ങക / ആശംെ 

• Gratitude (കൃതജ്ഞത): മസറ്റാരാൾ സെയ്ക്ത് നന്മലയാെുള്ള നന്ദി രപകെിപ്പിക്ൽ.  

• Laureate (പ രസ്കാര ജേതാവ്): ഏസത്ങ്കിലും ലമഖലയിൽ വലിയ ബഹുമത്ി 
(ഉദാഹരണത്തിന് ലനാബൽ െമ്മാനം) ലനെിയ വയക്തി.  

• Paradise (സവർഗ്ഗും): മരണാനന്തരമുള്ള അത്ിമലനാഹരമായ സ്ഥലം.  

• Fairy tales (നാജടാടിക്കഥകൾ / മ ത്തശ്ശിക്കഥകൾ): അത്ഭുത്കരമായ കഥകൾ.  

• Sagas (വീരഗാഥകൾ): വീരന്മാരുസെ ദീർ മായ െരിരത്കഥകൾ.  

• Water-sprites and Trolls (േലപിശാച ക്കള ും ഭൂതങ്ങള ും 

1. Prepare a write up of the speech "Debts of Gratitude" by Selma Lagerlof. 

 

REVIEW / WRITE-UP: DEBTS OF GRATITUDE 

 

"Debts of Gratitude" is a beautiful moving speech by Selma Lagerlof, the first woman to win 

the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1909. The speech describes her emotional journey while 

traveling by train to Stockholm to receive her award. 

On the way, she falls into a daydream where she meets her dead father in Paradise. She tells him 

that she is "heavily in debt," but she does not mean money. Instead, she means she owes a huge 

"thank you" to everyone who helped her become a great writer. 

The author explains that she is thankful to her father for teaching her to love fairy tales and 

sagas. She also feels she owes a debt to nature, including the animals, birds, and trees that told 

her their secrets. She remembers the old men and women in small cottages who told her 

wonderful stories about trolls and water-sprites. 

Finally, she thanks her faithful friends and her readers for their support and love. The message of 

this review is that success is never a solo journey, and we must always be grateful to those who 

help us grow. 

2. Describe the character of Selma Lagerlof's father based on her memories and daydream. 

SELMA LAGERLOF'S FATHER – CHARACTER SKETCH 

Selma’s father was a very kind and loving person who played a big role in her life. In her dream, 

he is shown as a simple man sitting in a rocking chair on a sunny veranda. He was a man who 

loved music and books. He used to play the piano and sing songs to his children. 
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He also encouraged her to read fairy tales and stories of heroes. He was a very happy and 

carefree man who always welcomed his daughter with love. Even in her dream, when she tells 

him about her success, he is filled with tears of joy and pride. He represents the support and love 

of a family that helps a person reach great heights. 

3. Explain the significance of the train journey to Stockholm. How did it help the narrator's 

reflections? 

The train journey to Stockholm 

The train journey to Stockholm is very important in this story. Usually, Selma went to 

Stockholm to do hard things like passing exams. But this time, she was going to receive the 

world’s highest honor, the Nobel Prize. On the train, it was quiet and dark, which helped her to 

think and daydream. As the train moved smoothly, she felt like she was gliding into space and 

going toward Paradise. This journey was not just a travel from one place to another; it was a 

journey of her memories. She used this time to remember everyone who helped her become a 

famous writer. 

4. How did nature and the common people influence Selma Lagerlof's writing? 

Selma Lagerlof believed that her success was not hers alone. She felt that she "owed" a lot to 

nature and the common people. She says that the animals, birds, trees, and flowers told her their 

"secrets," which she later wrote in her books. She also felt thankful to the poor vagabonds and 

old people in small cottages. These people told her wonderful stories about water-sprites, trolls, 

and enchanted maidens. They taught her that there is "poetry in hard rocks and black forests". 

She even thanked her readers and the critics who praised or corrected her. This shows that she 

was a very humble person who found inspiration in everything around her. 

5. Imagine you are Selma Lagerlof. Write a letter to your friend Esselde expressing your 

gratitude after winning the Nobel Prize. 

 

AB villa 

XY Street 

Stockholm -07 

 

10 December 1909  

 

Dear Esselde, 
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I am writing this letter to you from Stockholm with a heart full of joy. Today is a very special 

day because I have received the Nobel Prize in Literature. As I stood on the stage, I thought of 

many people, but I thought of you most of all. 

I remember the days when I was just starting to write. Many people did not believe in me, but 

you did. You were my faithful friend who "opened doors" for me when I had no hope. You gave 

me the courage to keep writing my stories. I feel that I am in a "debt of gratitude" to you that I 

can never fully repay. 

This prize belongs to you as much as it belongs to me. Thank you for being my light in the dark. 

I miss you and wish you were here to see this moment. 

Yours lovingly, 

Selma Lagerlof  

6. Selma Lagerlof has arrived at Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. You are 

assigned the task of introducing and welcoming her. Write the text of the announcement. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Your Majesties, and Honoured Guests, 

It is a momentous occasion for all of us as we gather here today. We are here to honour a woman 

who has woven magic through her words, turning simple folk tales into eternal literature. Born in 

1858 and educated privately, she broke barriers to become the first woman member of the 

Swedish Academy. 

From the "fairy tales and sagas of heroes" taught by her father to the "wonderful stories of water-

sprites and trolls" told by old men and women in grey cottages, her journey has been one of deep 

imagination and profound gratitude. 

Today, she stands before us as the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. Please join 

me in a warm welcome for the weaver of The Story of Gosta Berling and The Invisible Links—

Selma Lagerlof!. 

7. Imagine you are Selma Lagerlof on the train to Stockholm. Write a diary entry about your 

feelings. 

 

10 December 1909  

Monday 

It was a very special day in my life. I was on the train to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize. I 

felt very happy, but I also felt a little sad. I was sad because my father is no longer alive. He 

would be so proud to hear this news. As I sat in the train, I felt like I was in a dream. I had so 

many people to thank. I owed a lot to my father for his stories, to my friends for their help, and 

even to nature for its beauty. I felt "heavily in debt" because so many people helped me become a 

writer. I was thankful for everything. 
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8. Imagine you are a reporter who is interviewing Selma Lagerlof after she won the Nobel 

Prize. Prepare 6 questions you may ask to her. 

• How do you feel about traveling to Stockholm to receive the Nobel Prize?  

• Why does the thought of your father bring you deep sorrow today?  

• What did you mean when you told your father that you are "heavily in debt"?  

• Which people from your childhood helped you learn to love stories and poetry?  

• How has nature influenced the secrets and stories found in your books?  

• What would you like to say to your faithful friend, Esselde, and your many readers?  

 

 

 


