CHAPTER 14
"THE INK AND THE MELODY" by Joseph Barbera

e 1n 1992, Michael Jackson, a massive fan of cartoons, contacted Joseph Barbera to
discuss a potential collaboration. Barbera was thrilled at the prospect. 1992-@
&IBFM)B8205 Rl ® BREIWEHMIW BN 00ABO@ 8IE VM, 302 |.of
(IOUBOD 66 M@ 1oM e 2] 21k 2] 6.21QDM GRIMVal ENIDBMNIOO® ENIMWEA]S). UIDENIO
€00 BRAOUMEOM G GROCL MVATYYMOIW M.

o At the time, Barbera was working as a creative consultant for the Tom and Jerry
movie. He hoped that Jackson might sing a song for the feature film. ®p Mmawoo
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e During their first meeting, Jackson asked if Barbera had written the series. Barbera
clarified that he drew them and began sketching ""Bowling Alley Cat" for him.
Jackson watched in awe, whispering "Wow!"" @eaies G &s1e6ds 21w 1@,
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e When Barbera asked for an autograph in return, Jackson wrote a long, heartfelt
note. He called Barbera his ""hero™ and stated that the cartoon characters Barbera
created were "all I had™ as a child. enodenio @@ 10s 63©) 32632((NIal ¢.210612J6a oW,
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e Barbera describes Jackson as a "'laid-back and courteous gentleman," noting his
humility and kindness despite his massive global fame. ee1d&(l1om@moI@ @m0
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Unfortunately, the executives at Great American Communications were not
interested in the deal, so no professional collaboration ever took place. However,
Barbera cherished the meetings as "'delightful.” mlde>n i@, e nQ Greadlenm
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The text concludes with a message to be sincere and truthful, encouraging people to
explore every opportunity without being disappointed by rejection. e.1g)ym
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1. Prepare a character sketch of Michael Jackson based on the memoir.

Michael Jackson: A Gentle Legend

Michael Jackson, the world-renowned "King of Pop," is portrayed by Joseph Barbera not just as
a superstar, but as a "laid-back and courteous gentleman”. Despite his immense global fame, he
remained humble, kind, and genuine in his personal interactions.
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His deep passion for art is evident in his identity as an "avid cartoon buff”. During his meetings
with Barbera, he displayed a childlike wonder, whispering "Wow!" as he watched the animator

sketch. Jackson’s emotional depth is revealed through the autograph he gave Barbera, where he
referred to cartoon characters as his only friends during a lonely childhood, saying, "They were

all 1 had". His soft, "high, thin, breathy voice" and his polite demeanor highlight a sensitive soul
who found solace and inspiration in the world of animation.

2. Imagine you are Joseph Barbera. Prepare a diary entry after your first meeting with
Michael Jackson.

12 October 1992

Wednesday

What an unforgettable day! Today, | met the legendary Michael Jackson at his apartment on
Wiltshire Boulevard . | went there hoping to discuss a song for the new Tom and Jerry movie,
but | found something much more profound . When | showed him how | draw the characters, he
was like a captivated child, whispering "Wow!" over my shoulder. But the moment that truly
touched my heart was when he gave me his autograph. Although the studio executives might not
see the value in a collaboration, these meetings have been truly delightful . | feel honored to have
provided comfort to such a great artist.

3. Joseph Barbera writes a letter to the executives of Great American Communications
proposing a deal with Michael Jackson.

Joseph Barbera
Creative Consultant
Hanna-Barbera Studios

15March 1992

The Executives
Great American Communications
USA

Subject: Proposal for collaboration with Michael Jackson.

Sir,

I am writing to formally propose a collaboration with Mr. Michael Jackson for our upcoming
Tom and Jerry feature film . As you are aware, Mr. Jackson is a global icon and an avid
enthusiast of our animation work.

During our recent meetings, we discussed the possibility of Mr. Jackson contributing a song to
the feature. His involvement would not only bring immense star power to the project but also
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align with his genuine passion for these characters. | believe this partnership would be a
landmark event in the animation industry and greatly enhance the film's appeal.

| look forward to discussing the potential "deal” and the creative directions we can explore
together.

Yours faithfully,

(Sd/-)

Joseph Barbera

4. Based on Barbera’s message in the podcast, prepare a speech to be delivered in the school
assembly.

Perseverance: The Key to Success
Respected Principal, teachers, and my dear friends,

Good morning to all. Today, | would like to share some inspiring thoughts based on the life of
the legendary animator Joseph Barbera.

Barbera reminds us to be "sincere and truthful™ in everything we do. In our journey toward our
goals, we may face setbacks and rejections. Even Barbera, a legend, faced rejection when his
ideas for a collaboration with Michael Jackson were turned down by executives. However, he
teaches us not to be disappointed. We must explore every opportunity with a positive mind.

If we remain sincere and persistent, we will surely succeed. Let us take inspiration from his
words and his art, which provided "solace” and "comfort™ to many.

Thank you.

5. "During his meeting with Michael Jackson, Joseph Barbera was deeply moved by the
superstar's love for cartoons and his emotional message in the autograph. Imagine you are
Joseph Barbera. Prepare a narrative titled 'The Ink and the Melody' describing your
experience meeting the King of Pop."

The Ink and the Melody

| am Joseph Barbera, the creator of Tom and Jerry. In 1992, | met the famous singer Michael
Jackson. Michael loved cartoons very much. He was a very kind and polite gentleman.

During our meeting, | started drawing a cartoon called '‘Bowling Alley Cat’. Michael watched
me and whispered ""Wow!"" like a happy child. He was very excited to see the art.
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Then, I asked Michael for his autograph. He wrote a very touching message. He called me his
"hero. He said that the cartoon characters were his only friends when he was a child. He wrote,
"They were all I had™. This shows that Michael was very lonely in his childhood.

Even though we did not work together on a movie, our meetings were very happy. This story
shows that art can give comfort and happiness to everyo
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