CHAPTER - 11
"A SHIELD OF COURAGE"

e Neerjawas born on 7 September 1963, in Chandigarh, India, and grew up in a loving,
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« She started her professional journey as a model. Her poise and confidence eventually
led her to join Pan Am as a flight attendant, where she was known for her dedication.
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« Pan Am Flight 73, traveling from Mumbai to New York, was hijacked at Karachi
International Airport by terrorists posing as airport security. eoeeenia @ mlmy
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« The standoff lasted for 17 hours. The hijackers demanded the release of certain
prisoners and threatened to kill passengers, specifically targeting Americans. env
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« As the senior purser, Neerja hid the passports of American passengers to prevent the
hijackers from identifying them. mlml@d a1Faud «f)m mlail, afladmoe o5 l@ald sy
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¢ When the situation turned violent, Neerja opened the emergency exits and helped
passengers escape via the evacuation chute. qa0.ai@ o QUIHMEIWEL 20D MR GRS IWM©
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e She was tragically shot while shielding three children from bullets fired by the
hijackers. aflaomo @glwnid 6uSTw@ 1BODEA 20D YN )51 B EE) B2 100w
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« She was the first woman to receive the Ashoka Chakra, India's highest peacetime

gallantry award, posthumously in 1987. a@emaman enie0)a@ 1@o® ] 1987-@ €0 §@,6S
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« She also received the Tamgha-e-Pakistan and the Flight Safety Foundation Heroism
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« 1In 2016, a Bollywood biopic titled 'Neerja’ was released, starring Sonam Kapoor, which
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o Her story led to worldwide changes in aviation security procedures. mo2®)es Lo
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1. The English Club of your school has decided to conduct a meeting to commemorate Neerja
Bhanot's heroism. Prepare a notice for the meeting.

GOVT. HIGH SCHOOL, KERALA
NOTICE
Commemoration Meeting: A Tribute to Neerja Bhanot
Dear Friends,
The English Club has decided to conduct a special meeting on 5 May 2026 to commemorate the
heroism of Neerja Bhanot, the "Heroine of the Hijack™. Neerja’s selfless sacrifice in saving
hundreds of lives during the Pan Am Flight 73 hijacking serves as a great inspiration to
humanity. All students and teachers are cordially invited to attend this meeting to pay tribute to
her brave soul.
Details of the Program:

Date: 5 May 2026

Time: 10:30 AM
Venue: School Auditorium
Presided by: School Principal

Please be present on time to make this event a success.

Secretary 30 April 2026
(Sd/-) Calicut
English Club

2. Imagine you are a survivor of the hijacking. Prepare a speech to be delivered at a
commemoration meeting praising Neerja’s courage.

Respected teachers, dignitaries on stage, and my dear friends,

| stand before you today as someone who is alive only because of the bravery of one woman—
Neerja Bhanot. On that terrifying day of 5 September 1986, when Pan Am Flight 73 was
hijacked at Karachi, we were all certain of our deaths.

Neerja was not just a flight attendant; she was a leader. When the hijackers were looking for
Americans, she showed great presence of mind by hiding their passports. Throughout those 17
hours of tension, she remained calm and guided us. Even when the emergency doors opened, she

stayed back to help us escape instead of jumping out first.
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The most heart-wrenching moment was seeing her shield three small children from a rain of
bullets. She gave her life so that we could have ours. Her sacrifice is a testament to the fact that
courage knows no age. Let us all learn from her spirit of selflessness.

Thank you.

3. Prepare a news report on the hijacking of Pan Am Flight 73 and Neerja's martyrdom.

NEERJA BHANOT: THE HEROINE WHO PAID WITH HER LIFE

KARACHI, Sept 6: In a tragic yet heroic end to the 17-hour standoff at Karachi International
Airport, senior flight purser Neerja Bhanot was killed while saving passengers from hijackers.
The Pan Am Flight 73, en route from Mumbai to New York, was seized by four armed men
posing as security personnel.

Witnesses state that Neerja displayed extraordinary courage by hiding passports to protect
passengers and eventually opening emergency exits to facilitate their escape. In the final
moments of chaos, she was shot while valiantly shielding three children from the hijackers'
gunfire. While Neerja lost her life, her quick thinking saved hundreds of others. The Government
of India has expressed deep grief over the loss of this brave soul.

4. Imagine Neerja writes a diary entry on the night before her final flight, reflecting on her
dreams and her career.

4 September 1986,

Thursday

Tomorrow is another flight—Mumbai to New York via Karachi. | feel so grateful for where | am
today. Transitioning from modeling to being a flight attendant with Pan Am has been such an
incredible journey. | know this job comes with great responsibility. People look at us for comfort
and safety when they are thousands of feet in the air. | always pray that | have the strength and
professionalism to handle whatever comes my way. | want to make my parents proud and serve
my passengers with all my heart. Looking forward to a safe flight tomorrow.

5. "The chapter 'A Shield of Courage' is a deeply moving story about the 'Heroine of the
Hijack'. Prepare a review of the chapter highlighting Neerja's qualities, her heroic actions
during the crisis, and the message the story conveys."

Write-up/Review on ""A Shield of Courage"
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"A Shield of Courage™ is a moving story about the life and sacrifice of Neerja Bhanot. The story
begins with Neerja receiving the Ashoka Chakra posthumously in 1987. She was a young
woman who worked for Pan Am airlines. The chapter describes her as a professional and
dedicated person who loved her job and her family.

The main part of the story is about the hijacking of Pan Am Flight 73 in 1986. When terrorists
took control of the plane, Neerja did not panic. She showed great leadership and saved hundreds
of lives. Instead of running away to save herself, she stayed until the end to help the passengers
escape. She died as a hero while protecting three small children.

The chapter also teaches us about social responsibility and safety. It explains that Neerja's
sacrifice led to many changes in airline security. In the end, the lesson encourages students to
follow traffic rules and help others in need. This story is a beautiful tribute to a woman who
showed that courage is more important than life.
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