CHAPTER -1

« The narrator begins his journey by walking alongside his father to his first day of
school, dressed in new clothes including a green uniform, black shoes, and a red
tarboosh. oM@ d o PO alaf YEM1EANI0R0 BOYOD HYTV0 2RAIM 6o (@0
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e Feeling like he is being torn away from the intimacy of his home, he views school as a
punishment, but his father reassures him that school is a **factory'* that makes useful
people. afisliien myees looiom 1@ mln) @em adQ @:@I06mmMo HEMID)
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« At the gate of the stern, high-walled building, his father tells him to go in by himself, be
bold, and promises to wait for him when it is time to leave. el oo leys.888 @R
od31som a0 NGO a0.e], 00WEjDIW] QR H6) BREBEODEE) GalddIMYo @ 1@ lod:
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« Inside, after an initial feeling of being a lost stranger, he finds contentment by making
friends, playing games, eating, and learning about language and the world. @)s# o @
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« However, he realizes the path is not totally sweet; he has to face unexpected accidents,
rivalries, pain, and physical punishment from the woman in charge. o)mo@ ()gjoo
DWEMBE GRM)BAIBBEOLIM) GRAUIM AMMYIRIDEM; BB (a0 HH1OAIW Goald:SEB3M,
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« When the end-of-day bell rings, he exits but cannot find his father, and discovers that
the quiet street lined with gardens has completely disappeared. eous)emoo eenigjs]af
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« The once peaceful area is now invaded by hordes of humanity, high buildings, heavy
traffic, and disturbing noises, leaving him dazed and confused. a1v® w2
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« Waiting a long time at the crossroads unable to cross due to the stream of cars, a young
lad comes up to him, calls him ""Grandpa,™ and helps him across, revealing that his
"half a day" was actually his entire life passing by. a1d.0messg0s @8R al0 GO
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The Fleeting Nature of Time:

The central theme of the story is how quickly time passes. The "half a day" spent at school
symbolizes an entire lifetime. It highlights how life flashes by rapidly from childhood to old age,

making us wonder where the time went.

MAWOD N0 GRO1EAUNODT 12RES Caldds : MAWOM MO BRM IECLNOD 1288 CaldENd6em e

SLOWOS (aIWIM BRVDo. M dh)& 108l N0 "Br® E1AIM" af)MD) B30 AMAHU MO0 2L
@R 10M®@y0 (« IO 1MW) e@ 186, 835 1e6dai0 YOG ARV o AUa® Kl of)(@

©aleZMIEN BSIN)Galdd)MM af)M) eND L0 MO B3I lo{loem;.

The Journey of Human Life (Allegory):

The story is an allegory for the different stages of human life. It perfectly captures three main
phases: the age of innocence (leaving home holding the father's hand), the age of growth and
learning (experiences inside the school), and the age of dependence (standing at the crossroads as

an old man needing help).
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Rapid Modernization and Urbanization:

The drastic change in the landscape represents the fast-paced changes in society over a person's
lifetime. The quiet, garden-lined streets and green fields of the narrator's childhood are replaced
by tall buildings, noisy traffic, refuse hills, and hordes of humanity, symbolizing the loss of

nature to urbanization.

GRM 1AINOD 1888 MNEAUMHO MO0 AIQEBRG0 : 2N JaIIS)dE 1eRMEI® Alallw MdQEBBUD

MAYOOD) 12N (BONO 1 eRE8 MNEUGEO MO MY afln [166)M). HLOdOMIW & OO
)5 186 2210m,6m82® 10)M 1BIMMAIW 1) EIMIFEBBUD B0 A IISEBRDBE)0 nld0o el
031568880, @ 10EHHO D M1EODYHBE0, 2IR[M (H6JMIDOEBBE 0 QUMD (ald Y@ 186) Mol a)

MOWOOD® 0 BRI 18T SOREMOOD @0 &IEM 186,

The Realities of Life:

The school in the story represents the real world. The narrator's experiences show that life is a
mixture of joy and sorrow. Just as he finds friendship, love, and playtime, he also has to face

rivalries, pain, unexpected accidents, and punishments.
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Clutching ||@20266 10 116y [Holding something tightly |
|Stride |ell® apaisgeals] || To walk with long steps |
[Tarboosh  [|#@ @@0 0@ ]l ||A traditional felt cap (Feat cap) |
Delight ||@rol@o® memonto ||Great pleasure or joy |
|Cast into ||m®0']®6>g:|82rﬁo / BRSNS ||To be thrown or put into a place |
|Appealing  ||@oejd@dlee8 / @d.oNleee |IRequesting or asking for help |
|Prickly pear |[®gg10.2j¢) ||A type of cactus with edible fruit |
|Annoy |1y 0820098 / 630 al1S1a 66| To make someone slightly angry |
|Punishment ||(/0'1&ﬁd ||A penalty for doing something Wrong|
|Stern || &ds00a® / nD00INEs |[Serious and strict |
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|Grim |[E@oo 800 / atmpeemO® |Very serious or gloomy

|
IHordes e smenyso0 |[Large groups of people |
|Hesitati0n ||mS'1 / MEMBBaNo ||De|aying due to uncertainty |
|Rivalry ||@(Umf0° [ (@@ ||Competition for superiority |
IContentment [[omynto ||A state of happiness and satisfaction |
\Vanish |G~ 10) #3200 I To disappear suddenly |
IDazed [@emiem / 1dlea o) |lUnable to think clearly; confused |
|Intimacy ||@Tb33g:|° / BRORNIMWo ||Close familiarity or friendship |
[Modernization||@@wm&l@s0oemo |IMaking something modern |
(Grandpa || @adgadm ||Grandfather |

[1 Metaphor of School: In this story, 'school’ is not just a period of education; it is a metaphor

for the entire journey of human life from childhood to old age. m@yud &@®p ©alisadem: end
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[1 The Father: The father acts as a guide who leads the child from the sheltered comfort of
home into the harsh realities and responsibilities of the world. almoal: a Nl enailes &)
uFleogloen. aflslnfeo myestlooioo 1o mlmye caldeOm 107e0 &0 lnad®
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[1 The Change: The transformation of quiet gardens into tall buildings and heavy traffic
represents the rapid modernization and urban development that occur in society over time. Qo
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1 The Ending: The shocking ending, where a youth calls the narrator "Grandpa,” serves to

show how quickly time passes and how a whole lifetime can feel like just 'half a day." @eam jo:
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1. Prepare a character sketch of the narrator in the story 'Half a Day'.
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THE NARRATOR : CHARACTER SKETCH

The narrator in Naguib Mahfouz's 'Half a Day' represents every human being and the journey of
life. At the beginning, he is a young, innocent boy starting school in a green uniform and red
tarboosh.

At first, he is scared and thinks school is a punishment. However, he soon adapts to school life,
makes friends, and learns that life is a mix of joy and hard work. By the end of the story, he is a
confused old man. He is shocked to see that the world has changed with big buildings and heavy
traffic. His character shows how quickly time passes, turning a child into a "Grandpa™ in what
feels like just half a day.

2. On the first day of school, a lady (teacher) welcomes the crying children. Imagine and write
the likely conversation between the narrator and the woman.

Narrator : (Crying) Please let me go home. | want to see my father.
Teacher : Don’t cry, my child. Why are you sad?

Narrator : | am scared of this big building. It looks like a prison.
Teacher : No, it is not a prison. This is your new home.

Narrator : My father left me here alone. Is he angry with me?
Teacher : No, he loves you. He wants you to be a great man.
Narrator : | don't know anyone here. | will be very lonely.
Teacher : You will not be lonely. All these children are your friends.
Narrator : Will | have any fun? Or must | study all day?

Teacher : You will have lots of fun. You can sing and play games.
Narrator : Can | really be happy here?

Teacher : Yes, you can. Just smile and be a brave boy.

3. At the end of the story, the narrator realizes that he has become an old man and the world has
changed completely. Imagine his feelings and write a diary entry.

20 May 2026

Monday

What a day this has been! I left home this morning as a little boy holding my father’s hand. But
when | stepped out of the school gate this evening, my father was gone. The gardens and fields
have vanished, replaced by high buildings, noisy vehicles, and mountains of refuse. My head is
spinning in a daze. How could a whole lifetime pass in just half a day? A young man just called
me 'Grandpa’' and helped me cross the street. | feel like a stranger in my own town. Life is indeed
a fleeting dream.

5. Describe the changes in the surroundings as seen by the narrator when he comes out of the
school.
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The Fleeting Nature of Time:

The transformation of the surroundings is shocking. The street that was once lined with gardens,
henna trees, and green fields has completely disappeared. In their place, high buildings have
taken over, and the air is filled with disturbing noises and sirens. The peaceful path is now a
'stream of cars' and 'hordes of humanity'. There are hills of refuse on the roadsides. This
represents how rapid modernization and urbanization change the face of society over a person's
lifetime.

6. Prepare a write-up on the theme of the story "Half a Day".

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE

"Half a Day" by Naguib Mahfouz is a beautiful story about human life. It tells us how fast time
passes. In the story, the school is a symbol of life. The narrator enters the school as a small child
and comes out as an old man.

Inside the school, he experiences many things. He makes friends, plays games, and also faces
struggles and punishments. This shows that life is a mix of joy and sorrow. When he leaves the
school, he sees that the world has changed. The green gardens are replaced by big buildings and
heavy traffic. This represents modernization.

Finally, a young man calls him "Grandpa.” This makes him realize that his whole life passed like
just "half a day." The main message is that life is very short and time never stops for anyone.

7. Imagine you are the narrator. Write a letter to your uncle describing your first day at school.

XY Villa,
AB Street
Cairo - 07
Egypt

19 March 2026.
Dear Uncle,
I hope you are doing well. I am writing this letter to tell you about my first day at school.

In the morning, | was very scared to leave home. | even cried because I thought school was a
punishment. But now, | feel much better. My teacher is very kind. She told me that school is a
place to grow. | have made many new friends. We played games and sang songs together.

| really like my new green uniform and red tarboosh. Father told me to be a brave boy, and I am
trying my best. I miss you. | will see you soon during the holidays.
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Convey my warm regards to all. Expecting your favourable reply.
Yours sincerely,
Naguib Mahfouz

3. Prepare a narrative describing the changes in the world as seen by the narrator at the end of
the story.

A TRANSFORMED WORLD

When the school bell rang, the narrator walked out of the gate. He expected to see his father, but
his father was not there. He looked around and was shocked. The world he knew in the morning
had completely disappeared.

At the beginning, he was a young, innocent boy starting school in a green uniform and red
tarboosh. By the end of the story, he is a confused old man. In the morning, the street was quiet.
There were green fields, henna trees, and date palms. It was a peaceful place.

But now, everything was different. He saw very high buildings everywhere. The air was filled
with loud noises and smoke. Instead of gardens, there were hills of rubbish. The street was full of
cars and buses. People were rushing in huge crowds. He felt like a stranger in his own town. He
realized that the world had changed into a busy city while he was inside. It was no longer the
peaceful place of his childhood.

4. Prepare a narrative of the story "*Half a Day'" highlighting the narrator's journey.

"Half a Day"'

"Half a Day" by Naguib Mahfouz is a beautiful story about human life. The story starts with a
young boy going to school for the first time. Dressed in a new uniform, he clutches his father’s
hand, feeling both excited and scared.

He initially views school as a punishment, but his father explains it is a place to become a useful
man. Along the way, he sees beautiful gardens and green fields. Inside the school, the boy
discovers a "rich variety" of life. He makes friends, falls in love, and experiences both joy and
struggle. This school life represents the journey of a human being.

When the school day ends, the narrator walks out and finds the world completely changed. The
quiet gardens are replaced by high buildings, heavy traffic, and noisy crowds. He feels dazed and
lost. Finally, a young man calls him "Grandpa™ and helps him cross the street. He realizes that
his entire life has passed like just "half a day.
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