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CHAPTER - 3 
Land Grants and the Indian Society 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. What are the differences between the land grant system of the Guptas and the 

Satavahanas?  

 

• Answer: 

The Satavahanas 

• The Satavahanas were the first to provide land grants in India. 

• They primarily granted land to Buddhist monks and Brahmins. 

• The main objective of these grants was to gain religious merit. 

• These grants led to the spread of agriculture. 

The Guptas 

• During the Gupta period, the practice of land grants became much more widespread 

compared to the Satavahana period. 

• In addition to religious motives, the Guptas began granting land to state officials in lieu of 

salaries in cash. 

• This system created a group of intermediaries (landlords) between the King and the farmers. 

• These grants included the transfer of administrative rights, giving the grantees more power 

over the land and the people living there. 

 

1. What were the factors that helped in the spread and expansion of agriculture during 

the Gupta period? 

Answer: 

• Even uncultivated areas and forest lands were made suitable for agriculture through land 

grants. 

• The new social system provided a sufficient and organized labour force for agricultural work. 

• The deep knowledge of Brahmins regarding agricultural technology, soil quality, and 

climate. 

• The widespread availability and maintenance of various irrigation facilities like dams, canals, 

and tanks. 

2. Explain the different irrigation methods used during the Gupta period to support 

agriculture. 
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Answer: 

• Construction of Dams: For example, historical records show that Skandagupta rebuilt the 

Sudarsana Lake in Gujarat to ensure water supply. 

• Canals and Channels: Water raised from deep wells was directed to farmlands through a 

network of narrow channels. 

• Water Reservoirs (Tanks): Rainwater was collected in large tanks constructed specifically 

for irrigation, especially in North India. 

• Ghatiyantra (Araghata): A mechanical system where pots were attached to a wheel; as the 

wheel rotated, the pots filled with water from a source and emptied into the fields. 

 

3. What were 'Srenis' (Guilds) and what were their primary responsibilities in the 

economic system? 

Answer: 

• 'Srenis' or Guilds were organized associations formed by people engaged in the same craft, 

trade, or occupation. 

• These associations were officially recognized by the government, and every member was 

required to follow the Sreni's specific rules. 

• Their primary duties included the collection of raw materials, controlling the quality and 

quantity of production, and managing the marketing of finished goods. 

4. How did the system of land grants lead to the emergence of a new social order? 

Answer: 

• The kings granted land to Brahmins and officials, giving them the right to collect taxes and 

govern those areas. 

• The actual tillers of the land (the farmers) lost their ownership and became subordinates to the 

local landlords. 

• This created a hierarchy where the intermediaries (landlords) stood between the King and the 

common people. 

• This transition marked the beginning of a feudal-like society in India, where social status was 

determined by land ownership. 

5. What was the role of trade and urban centers during the later Gupta period? 

Answer: 



 

Visit our website : oxfordacademykerala.com                                                           Contact : +91 9074391408 

• Internal trade remained active, but foreign trade, especially with the Roman Empire, 

began to decline. 

• This decline in long-distance trade led to the decay of some major urban centers. 

• As trade decreased, the economy became more localized and focused on rural agricultural 

production. 

• The reduction in the circulation of gold coins during this time reflects the slow-down of 

large-scale commercial activities. 

6. What was the nature of trade during the Gupta period, and what changes occurred in 

foreign trade toward the end of their rule? 

Answer: 

• Internal Trade: Trade within the country remained active, with goods being transported 

across different regions via land and river routes. 

• Foreign Trade: Initially, the Guptas maintained strong trade relations with the Roman 

Empire, exporting items like silk, spices, and precious stones. 

• Role of Guilds (Srenis): Trade was organized by powerful guilds that controlled the 

production, quality, and sale of goods. 

• Decline in Later Period: Toward the end of the Gupta rule, trade with the Roman 

Empire declined, leading to the decay of several major urban trading centers. 

• Impact on Economy: The reduction in foreign trade caused a decrease in the circulation 

of gold coins and shifted the economy to be more dependent on local agriculture. 

7. What led to the decay of urban centers like Pataliputra and Vaishali in the later Gupta 

period? 

Answer: 

• The significant decline in foreign trade, especially with the Roman Empire. 

• The reduction in the demand for Indian luxury goods (like silk and spices) in foreign 

markets. 

• The decrease in the circulation and availability of gold coins for large-scale commerce. 

• The migration of people from cities to villages as trade decreased and agriculture became 

the primary livelihood. 

• The emergence of self-sufficient village economies that did not depend on large urban 

markets. 

8. "The decline of trade led to the agrarianization of the economy." Explain this statement 

based on the changes in the socio-economic life. 
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Answer: 

• As international trade decayed, the economy shifted from being trade-oriented to land-

oriented. 

• Artisans and merchants moved to rural areas to take up agriculture or serve the local needs of 

the village. 

• Land grants (Agraharas and Secular grants) became the main way to pay officials and 

support institutions. 

• Local landlords (intermediaries) became more powerful than the urban merchant class. 

• Village communities became self-sufficient, producing everything required for their own 

survival locally. 

9. How did the decline of foreign trade and the system of land grants impact the social 

structure and the caste system during this period?  

Answer: 

• Ruralisation of Crafts: The collapse of the Roman Empire caused a slump in foreign trade, 

leading artisans and craftsmen to stop moving across the country and stay in their villages. 

This led to the "ruralisation" of arts and crafts and the decay of major towns like Kausambi 

and Ujjayini.  

• Complex Caste System: The entry of new occupational groups (Srenis) and foreigners made 

the Varna system more complex. New jatis or upajatis were formed for these groups, as 

well as for forest dwellers (Nishadas) and children of inter-caste marriages.  

• Social Hierarchy: By the 7th century, Sudras were described as peasants. Groups outside 

the Chaturvarnya system, such as the Chandalas (graveyard keepers) and Charmakarar 

(tanners), were considered untouchable (Antyajas).  

• Status of Women: Women generally had a low status and were expected to be submissive to 

men. While there is no evidence of land grants to women (including Brahmin women), some 

queens like Prabhavati Gupta were held in high esteem.  

10. Compare the administrative systems of the Mauryas and the Guptas. 

Answer: 

Mauryan Administration (Centralized) 

• The central government held all the power. 

• The King had direct control over the entire empire through a large group of officials. 

• The state collected taxes directly from the people. 
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• There were very few land grants given to individuals or temples. 

Gupta Administration (Decentralized) 

• Power was divided among local landholders and authorities. 

• The King gave away land grants along with administrative and judicial rights. 

• The King’s direct authority was limited in areas where land was granted. 

• This system led to the beginning of a feudal structure in India. 

11. Why is the Gupta period known as the "Golden Age" of Indian culture? Mention key 

examples of literature, art, and science. 

Answer: 

• Cultural Growth: The Gupta period saw great progress in Sanskrit literature, painting, and 

temple architecture. 

• Literature: Kalidasa was the most famous poet of this time. His works include the play 

Abhijnanashakuntalam and the poem Meghaduta. 

• Art and Painting: The Ajanta cave paintings are world-famous examples of Gupta-era art, 

showing beautiful Buddhist themes. 

• Architecture: The Guptas were the first to build structural stone temples, which became a 

model for future Indian architecture. 

• Science and Mathematics: Great scholars like Aryabhata and Varahamihira lived during 

this time and made huge discoveries in astronomy and math. 

• Puranas and Epics: Many Indian Puranas and the great Epics (Ramayana and Mahabharata) 

were finally edited and given their current form during this period. 

12. Explain the economic features and the role of land grants in South India after the 6th 

century CE. 

Answer: 

• The kings of the Pallava and Pandya dynasties granted vast areas of land to Brahmins and 

temples. These grants, known as Brahmadeya and Devadanam, were crucial in bringing 

forest and uncultivated lands under the plow.  

• The Brahmin settlers brought advanced knowledge of agricultural technology and climate 

patterns, which significantly increased food production.  

• To support farming, the state and local administrative bodies constructed and maintained 

large reservoirs and irrigation channels.  
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• Temples became more than religious centers; they functioned as economic hubs that 

managed land, distributed resources, and stimulated local production.  

• Merchants formed powerful associations called merchant guilds. These guilds organized the 

collection of local goods and managed their distribution across regions.  

• South India maintained active maritime trade with foreign countries. Ports like 

Mahabalipuram and Korkai were famous for exporting high-value items such as pearls, 

pepper, and sandalwood.  

• While lands granted to Brahmins were usually tax-free, the government collected land tax 

(ranging from 1/10 to 1/6 of the produce) from other cultivable lands as its primary source of 

income.  

 


