CCHAPTER -9

KNOW THE INDIAN SOCIAL SYSTEM
OOMIB MIDYaN1H AUIAUMOO® @O0

1. Social System (o@)aN 1 QUIOUMLO)

e Asocial system is formed when various parts of society, such as education, law, health, and government, work together
in coordination to maintain stability and order.
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2. Herbert Spencer: Social Organism (©aN@6nI@BS M6 alBau@: MVIMan1H: 210i)

e Herbert Spencer compared society to a living organism. Just as different organs work together in a human body, social
institutions (family, religion, economy) work together to maintain society.
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3. Features of Indian Social System (220308 MVI@IaNTH (UIAUIMO®INS MO BUDAH B> UB)

e The Indian social system is shaped by diverse communities, castes, religions, languages, and cultures. It has evolved
over thousands of years.
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4. G.S. Ghurye (£1.a9)MU. c26@Y)

e G.S. Ghurye was a pioneering Indian sociologist who highlighted the complex structure of the Indian social system,
focusing on caste and cultural diversity.
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5. Key Functions ((nJW9M W@20683U3)
e Social institutions regulate the behavior of individuals and maintain social relationships and interactions.
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I. The Caste System in India (DO @16 L1 LI 1A QIUA)

e The Indian social system is complex and shaped by history, culture, and religion. For thousands of years, the caste
system was a central part of this structure, defining a person's status from birth.
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Important Features of the Caste System (29@10UAQIMIO@AS (alUIIM MV UM @ B UB)

1. Social Hierarchy (muom)anl®, Gwoem)

Members of society were ranked into various layers based on caste. Higher castes claimed greater privileges, while
those at the lower layers were denied status and rights.
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2. Division of Labour (@@®9%1@38 Qil@2mo)

Specific hereditary occupations were allocated to each caste (e.g., Brahmins as priests, Kshatriyas as protectors). People
could not choose other jobs, which prevented social mobility.
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3. Social Control and Order (TV9@3nN1H MW OMEM U0 (BHANUY0)

The system was based on the notions of "purity and pollution." Lower castes had to maintain a distance from higher
castes, and the evil practice of untouchability existed.
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4. Restrictions on Marriage (0101900 M@ ((®6M6B1RUB)

The caste system promoted endogamy (marriage within one's own caste) to ensure that caste boundaries were
maintained without intermingling.
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5. Inequality and Marginalisation (@0 V@ @100 aldB@UDINI@3LO@EMY0)

Lower castes were denied access to education, land, and resources. This created deep inequality and made it difficult
for deserving individuals to achieve equality.
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6. Resistance and Modern India ((aI@16@2WMIJo @RHUYM1H HOTIIW])0)

1. Agitations in Kerala (G800 1621 MUM6BBUB): Several movements emerged against caste oppression, such as: Kallumala
Agitation , Mookkuthi Agitation , Panthi Bhojanam , Channar Riot
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Legal Protection (1@ Qal@@I® MVoRBHHMEMO):

Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955: Prohibits the practice and propagation of untouchability.
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The Indian Constitution (0308 GEEMORISM):

The Constitution prohibits discrimination and ensures equality for all. Modern democratic values and social movements
have challenged rigid caste practices, paving the way for a just society.
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1. Religion (@@ o)

Secularism in India (@@ @)6U0: HMTIW]ELI ACDD M o)

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution states that India is a secular state. The State does not accord special status to
any religion. Article 15 prohibits discrimination based on religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth.
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1. A Tool for Social Control (TVO@}aN 1B M MEMO® 1MSS Dalowy])

Religions teach values like honesty, empathy, and justice, which enrich socialization. These values guide individual
behavior and ensure social order.
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2. Enriching Cultural Diversity ((TV90MRI@ 1 OOMUANW IO O MVMNIYAYAILOMNY)

Religious institutions like the Golden Temple, Sree Padmanabhaswami Temple, and Mount Mary Church contribute to
India's art and architecture. Figures like Kabir Das, Meera Bai, and Guru Nanak promoted harmony and equality.
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3. Accelerating Social Change (V92301 AIQOD 1T GOUUID BHYSI0MY)

Some religious movements, like Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s Brahmo Samaj, evolved into social movements that challenged
caste discrimination and encouraged equality.
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Ill. Language (0nY)

Linguistic Diversity (80a¥9a1@20® a60UNI1W0)

India is one of the most linguistically diverse countries, with 22 official languages. Language is a symbol of culture and
identity.
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1. Make Cultural Traditions Organic (TV90MRI@ 1 AIDPMUIPIEERAOS HORNI1E:DIHNIM])

e  Oral songs like the Ballads of Northern Kerala (Vadakkan Pattukal) help preserve traditional values and historical events
through generations.
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2. Provides a Sense of Identity ((U38@1@IGENLIOUWo M@BHINMY)

e Language connects people to their identities. For example, Malayalam speakers are known as Malayalees, and Tamil
speakers as Tamils.
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3. Fosters Respect for Cultural Diversity ((TV9000@ 16 6UNTUWIEOMISIBS 6NiaNIAIMo AUSBO®IMNY)

e Learning different languages helps us understand other cultures and fosters coexistence. It provides broader life
perspectives and opportunities.
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Summary of Key Statistics

e Official Languages (639GB19UN 8 BIaHHUB): 22

e  Constitutional Articles (86MaRISMI (B33 UB): Article 15 (Prohibits discrimination / 1@MIalMo
MEIUWBEM).
e Notable Movements (((0GERL@AIW (AlMUAIMEBRUB): Brahmo Samaj (Social reform / MVIMaN 1 al@aH@6Mo).

IV. Tribal Society (Go(@um3ano)

e Tribal society is an integral part of the Indian social system, alongside rural and urban societies. India has the second-
largest tribal population in the world (8.6% as per the 2011 Census).
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Concentrated Regions (8NIMOIBW CAGILIHUB):

o North-Eastern states like Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, and the Union Territory of Lakshadweep
have high tribal concentrations.
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Key Contributions of Tribal Societies (GUN(MMA}aNEBRBIANS (AIUIIM MVoBINUME:UB)

1. Traditional Knowledge (al@I@I® @RO1AT)

e  Tribal communities possess deep knowledge of agriculture, medicine, and biodiversity. They develop climate-resilient
crops and use indigenous natural resources for healthcare.

&3], HONIBLLIMIDo, HNBNUAONUNWS0 )M IO BN 2] GNI@MIDYANEBRUBHS) BHLOD RIS
@00 1N1YENE. @ROUB H-0RI0NIMINEW (I 16EIWIEIM NS08 NN 1B HW)0 BRBBIN
MVOBHHUEM@TE IMOW] (aldh @ 1B Ni1BNIBBRUE DalEGWIUT B0 6)21QNM.



2. Arts and Culture (8:21@)0 MoMVIMNOI)0)

e They enrich Indian culture through unique languages, art forms (like Warli Painting), festivals, music, and dance. They
uphold the ideal of 'unity in diversity.'
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3. Sustainable Life (muymuale 2°1ailmo)

e  Tribal communities live in harmony with nature. Their eco-friendly models of resource management and forest
conservation are assets to the nation’s knowledge economy.
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Resistance Against Inequalities (@RI QMD)I6BRUZHHN® 16)OWIBS GldISEBRUB)
The tribal societies organized numerous struggles against British exploitation and landlord oppression.
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Place & Period Leaders

Revolt (MVA®@o)
v ° (NLINIYo &HILINIY0) (BNMIBOUB)

Reasons (»906M6eBRU3)

h Exploitation by landlords & British
Santhal Revolt (umoU3 Bengal, Jharkhand Sidhu Murmu,
i (2@ 1000)6SW)0 (NS 10M}HI0}OSWIo
»LI0alo) (1855-56) Kanhu Murmu al)o6Mo)
Munda Revolt ()63 Chota Nagpur (1899- . Land ownership issues & oppression (3]
Birsa Munda
HBI0alo) 1900) ©SMMININIBIUD (alUREBBRE)0 allAUMNIo)
Kurichya, Kurumba Revolt Wayanad, Kerala (1812) Raman Nambi Excessive taxation & displacement (@R 1@RIQ

(B0 248, BN RInOS) M@ 1Yo BS 10@IPalonel)o)

Conclusion (9alMoaN9®o)

e  Tribal communities are custodians of India's natural wealth and cultural heritage. National integration can be
strengthened by improving their education, healthcare, and socio-economic development.
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V. Rural and Urban Societies ((n9a-mnno cum)aNeerRUd)

o Indian society is traditionally a land of self-ruled villages, but it also consists of rapidly growing urban centers. Both
societies have distinct characteristics but are deeply interdependent.
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1. Rural Society ((h9@@3aN0)



Based on agriculture and small-scale industries. It is characterized by close-knit social relationships, cooperation, and a
traditional lifestyle. It is the backbone of India's economy.
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2. Urban Society (mt@Oumano)

Characterized by diverse industries, modern facilities, and a fast-paced lifestyle. It has a diverse population and provides
modern employment opportunities and global relations.
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3. Interdependence: Rural-Urban Link (ad@u@9(ua1@@lo: (NIQ-MNWNE 6nino)

The two societies maintain a balance (equilibrium) through mutual dependence:
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Cities depend on villages for food and raw materials. Villages depend on cities for technology, markets, and modern
trends.
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Rural-Urban Migration: People move from villages to cities for better employment and education, which connects both
societies.
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Comparison Table (o) alS]d)

Feature (mNGURaH®) Rural Society ((nomoumano) Urban Society (n@MA)aN0)
Main Occupation ((alWoM . Industry & Services (QUOUMOINOo
SO0S@D) Agriculture (3o ) EVAIMEBBE10)
Social Relations ((rvomyanls» Close-knit & Cooperative (@S enimwo Diverse & Fast-paced (@eunilwynno
6nIMWo) MaNEBEEMM)0) CINlOIEWI (W)
. " Modern & Global (@Ruwm 0o
Lifestyle (= 10No@ @) Traditional (w10@MI@Y0) ODENOBAN0)
Environment (a@lorunl@))  Natural (el A@BO0) Industrial/Built-up (QusCuMOI@o/m1@en1@o)

Conclusion (9alMoaNdo)

Both rural and urban societies strengthen the Indian social system through cultural exchange and economic
interdependence.
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National Integration (@Bualc@aG(ILOMO)



« National integration is a process by which people from different backgrounds, regions, languages,
religions, and cultures are respected for their diversity, leading to a unified and harmonious state.
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The Indian Context (@omy03 ruoaNal@yo)

e India’s national integration unifies society into a national identity while respecting its cultural, linguistic, and religious
diversity. It emphasizes identity, solidarity, and public identity.
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Factors Promoting National Integration (63u2°1e@aGNIOMEDE® Glald@rIan1a{18030m 0aISH:683U3)
1. Festivals and Celebrations (@@GrRI0aH6BR8)o OMIVNBBRSE)0)

o Festivals that promote 'unity in diversity' inspire national integration. Various events celebrated together across India
ensure coexistence and tolerance. ‘06O WO ORI aBB@ 0" Blald@VIa0 1aflH030M OOVOEBRUE DM@ 13
CRUYIQ BOIDWHE) (A1G2IIBMAIL)IM). MW ]LRSM 80 B2 2] @YERINaH 160N ANONW al@1aldS 603
MVaNOUGO® @100 MM lagI @0 ONAJOHNM).

2. Democracy and Inclusion (2mouwlal@yni)o 8U3Gal@HNLrIo)

e Asademocratic country, India ensures the inclusive participation and representation of all groups, including
marginalized sections of society. 63) 2mMoWlal®} @IR6AMM M1 @3, TV@OO) 1ELI
al0@BU1NIM3H6@ 1806)a]SNIB OUBES af)2ld NIBINEERBIANSW)0 als0s31OMNI0 (AIdM 1M WM1Yo MY
90J0HNM).

3. Legal and Secular Framework (m@@al@0l)o AG@M@MOMUIAIQ 21SH6)S)

e A legal system that protects religious and linguistic minorities and promotes secularism reinforces constitutional values
like equality. @@al@N1)o BaHIAIGOIDIW MIMaldHEBREE MoHH 160N MIRANILOIMUO®)o AGDMDOM N0
ORILD BalIENSBE BOEMALISMI ML SEEREES VM 16)aSITITNIM.

Features of National Integration (GGu27le@aGNIM@MIMEN MVANGUHMHUB)

Nurtures unity in diversity (@600NWIOM ORI aBH@ 1o (USBODmNN])

Encourages social unity (0omaMeb Oaf)dhio Glaldo@datlaflaenmm)

Develops national identity (3302 1@ qui@lo Qlmila{leanomy)

Encourages social development (0@3a0 1 NilBruMo Blald@ruoan laflenmmy)

Strengthens democratic governance (2mMoWlal@} BREMED) LOLM 16)a]SIOMM])

Helps to overcome challenges to pluralism (eniaO}muio@ ém@1sym ex01e0ie 1668 @ 1210106003
Va0 1BERMY)

Conclusion (9alMoaNdo)

o National integration is essential for a unified and harmonious nation. It helps India remain strong by respecting individual
differences while working towards a common goal of national progress.
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