ENGLISH SUMMARY FULL CHAPTERS

Unit I: Trials and Triumphs

1. A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings (Gabriel Garcia Marquez)

This story is about an old man with big wings who lands in a village after a storm. Gabriel
Garcia Marquez describes this "very old man" with "enormous wings" lying "face down in

the mud." Pelayo finds him, but the people are very mean.

They lock him in a dirty "chicken coop™ and treat him like a "circus animal” to earn money.
This story shows that humans are often cruel to those who are different. The man shows great
"patience"” even when people hurt him. Finally, he grows new feathers and becomes strong.
He managed to "fly away" toward the "horizon." The family is happy to see him go because

he was a burden to them.
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2. In the Attic (Wladyslaw Szpilman)

This true story is about a Jewish pianist who survives the Second World War. Wladyslaw
Szpilman, a Jewish "pianist,” hides in the "ruins™ of Warsaw during the "inferno" of war.

He hides in an attic to save his life.

One day, a "German officer" named Wilm Hosenfeld finds him. The officer did not kill him.
Instead, he asked Szpilman to play a "Chopin Nocturne" on the piano. The officer liked the

music and gave him food and a "warm eiderdown."



This story shows that even enemies can show kindness during a war. It teaches us that music
and humanity are more powerful than hate. Eventually, Szpilman survives and walks free

when the war ends.

2eIWIso WAUB@DmMo: 6N300 GRIIHNNIWIELEDD @M 121012 B30) RO
aNomQUlnie0 @I BIN@IEMID). al@om Qo s IMINT aHall@3NINE WYRLE-ILIT)
QO@BEMOW 16)E! @MUY 1ay6BBRUEHE) 1S @3 638 123@ODMV B HQIW @M. MIMU]
OHTVM @ 1@3 MM EHHEGSINE @REGaN0 B0 MS 1MBa3NOD B&1a)). 630} GlnIMo, N1@3-0
GaNIMNB6)aN@AL af)(M REMAM HEBIONMINNG MHBRaNEDD) EH6ENBM . @) HEBLINNT
EDGBANEIDD E)BHIMM L. aldh@0, allWICMIW T3 B33 GaMIq]INB BMILESENG (Chopin Nocturne)
9N HHING BRYUUDIOAS. @Y MoUY Mo HaYeAS OEBIINMNNG MHBGaNDD 1M BLHEM N0
OVYBNIW B30) a}Maf}o M@ MaNIW 2]y, WIBLBHILITIT) LB(MRLNUBHE ST Galdr o BW
eI @BHNODM) D BhlO &M 1H86030M). UM IBMENIUE (DB AMIaH JMIAIEIEMM) M)
alOlof186)0M). 6353011138 WIRLo @POUMIM 12JEaJOU8 U 1@ROME MVIMOMMOIW T A ROTMINION).

3. ""Friends, Romans, Countrymen..." (William Shakespeare)

This is a famous speech given by Mark Antony after the death of Julius Caesar. William
Shakespeare wrote this scene where Brutus and his friends killed Caesar. At the funeral,

Antony talks to the people and gives a "funeral eulogy."

He is very smart with his words. He calls Brutus an "honourable man" many times, but he is
actually using "verbal irony." He wants to show the crowd that the Killers are actually bad

people and traitors.

Antony shows the crowd Caesar’s body and tells them about his love for Rome. Soon, the
"crowd" gets very angry at the killers. This shows how a powerful speech can "manipulate

the emotions” of people.
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Unit I1: Paths to Progress

4. Breaking Barriers, | will Fly (Srikanth Bolla)

Srikanth Bolla gives a speech about how he became a successful businessman despite being
blind. He was born blind into a poor family and was seen as a "burden.” Many people said

he could do nothing without eyesight.

But Srikanth overcame "loneliness and isolation.” He fought for his right to study science.
Later, he went to America and studied at the famous "MIT." He came back to India and

started a company called "Bollant Industries."

He gave jobs to many people with disabilities. His life proves that with "vision" and
confidence, we can win. He shows that every problem is a great "opportunity" to grow and

help the society.
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5. A Phoenix Rises (Twinkle Khanna / Arunachalam Muruganantham)

This story is about Arunachalam Muruganantham who invented a machine to make cheap
sanitary pads. Twinkle Khanna writes how he became obsessed with making "affordable

napkins" after seeing his wife use dirty "rags" during her periods.

When he started his work, his neighbors mocked him. They "isolated” him because of his
"sordid interest.” They thought he was crazy. But he did not stop. Finally, his "trial and

error” method helped him invent a machine.

His work created a "revolution" in women’s hygiene. He did not care about "greed.” He only
wanted to create a "social impact." His story teaches us to turn problems into

"opportunities” to help the world.

2eIIso AWAUB@mMo: £:)0601 21121N@3 MVIMIQNT aldUE:U3 NB@ER LM (o
H6Nai1S2] @OOIEMIalLI0 MYYEHIMMBED MO BN M. @MEIN B}
@OR@OMOUNAQD GRUDIELAIW) @YEM 1H)aHUEMEBBUE DalEIUTHNMMD HENE af)2J0NUBHEN0
9683903 H-P1IM TVOIMIQOT MI M3 MBENHHING EDEGaNo @Y (NN 2eUM) S 118103
QUM af)PYMMY. HEGaNo MMEN 620211 MSEE1WER]U3 @@ B0 HEEANEDD)
al@anmM2]). HEENED 1MEN (alUBOTMEBRE T3 QI MOTI]0 368303
@0B0Iai12)0)H:06NS @ROUG HEZNODM BQESIT . HEGNE 10 (OIS @RI
HYO 1. af)MI@3 BGaNo allmon el 35301@3 MMM al@ld:HeMeEBE121)6)S
EDGBaN0 B0) WMo BHheNallS1a). HEZNED 1MEN (alUBOTMo MO HB)OS
@YBRINIRoNOD 6@ (lalOlo MV e 2)). HEGaNO aleM@D M MINBUIEMM M@IL: 10l
VDO 10 1NEMB-EMIW 63(0) DIQ0 DANBILHIME MI(MAIEM @Y 12J®. HNILRN S H68
GRIIHEOM MaNIW1HHIMSBE @OOUNMOEEREIHE | MIQINE HBRaNOM M6 21N lMo Mean
alOlafleenam).

6. The Seedling (Paul Laurence Dunbar)

This poem is about a small seed that grows into a beautiful flower. Paul Laurence Dunbar
describes a "quiet little seedling" buried deep in its "darksome bed." It is very small and

alone in the ground.

But the seed does not stay quiet. It resolves to "do the best" it can. It works very hard to push
through the heavy soil. It wants to see the bright sunlight. Through "haste and hurry," it

grows.



Soon, it grows into a plant and then a pretty "flower." The poet says children should "always
do the best you can."” If they persevere, they will grow like "Virtue’s fair, unfading

flowers."
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Unit I11: The Trumpets of Change
7. Another Day in Paradise (Phil Collins)

This song is about how people ignore poor and homeless people. Phil Collins uses these
lyrics to show "social indifference™ toward the "homeless.” The song tells us about a man

who sees a woman.

The man "pretends he can’t hear"” the woman on the street. She asks for help because her
feet have "blisters." But the man ignores her. The word "paradise” means the comfortable

life that many people have.

The singer tells us to "think twice." He wants us to remember that we are lucky to have a
house. We should show empathy to those who are "marginalized” and suffering in this

world.
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8. War (Luigi Pirandello)

This story is about the deep pain of parents during a war. Luigi Pirandello sets this story
inside a "stuffy" train carriage. A group of parents are talking about the "grief" of losing

sons.

One "stout man" says parents should be proud if their sons die for the "Country." He says
his son died as a hero and he does not wear "mourning."” He talks bravely about patriotism

and sacrifice.

But then, a mother asks: "Is your son really dead?" Suddenly, the man realizes his big loss.
He starts crying with "heart-breaking, uncontrollable sobs." This shows the

meaninglessness of war and parental pain.
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9. A Piece of String (Guy de Maupassant)

This is a sad story about a man who is falsely accused of stealing. Guy de Maupassant tells
how Hauchecome is "falsely accused" of stealing a "pocketbook™ because his enemy saw
him pick string.



Malandain saw him pick up a "piece of string" and told everyone it was the wallet. Later, the
wallet is found. But the "villagers" still do not believe Hauchecome is innocent. They laugh
at him. Hauchecome is "stricken to the heart" by the "injustice of the suspicion.” He falls
sick and dies in "delirium." He repeats the words "A piece of string" until his last breath as

he dies.
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Unit IV: Woodland Whispers

10. Shakuntalam (Kalidasa)

This story is about a king who learns to respect the peace of the forest. Kalidasa
describes how King Dushyanta is hunting a spotted deer when he is stopped by hermits. They
remind him that his weapons are meant to protect the heart-broken and "not strike the

innocent."

As the King enters the hermitage, he sees a world of perfect tranquility. He observes
"trustful deer" that do not run away and birds that live in harmony. This reflects the ancient

wisdom of co-existing peacefully with nature.

Shakuntala and her friends demonstrate deep sisterly affection for the plants. They water the
"Jasmine vine" with love. This play teaches us that nature is a living companion that

responds to human kindness and devotion.
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11. Trills and Thrills (Salim Ali)

This true story is about a famous birdman who finds excitement in studying birds. Dr.
Salim Ali describes ornithology as a "peaceful pursuit” full of "thrilling adventures.” He
shares how birds often behave differently than what is written in textbooks.

Ali narrates dangerous encounters with wild "tuskers" in the jungles of South India. He also
shares a "hair-raising"” moment on a narrow Himalayan trail while chasing a bird. He nearly
stepped into an "abyss" while looking through his glasses. Despite the "hazards," his passion
for birds gave him "elation™ for half a century. He views birdwatching as a beautiful form of

"escapism." His life inspires us to protect our rich wildlife and bird wealth.

2e1WIgo UTAUBDDTMo: ol M@ 1HHMOD) 12NOS @GN0 EH6e)eN3MMIM GAI. MVAlo
@0/ 1WIeS MBI D). ald:H10IMI(@o MAIWIMAIEAIW 630} WI(MRIWIEN)
@GN0 QUGN HNMD. £ISOMNEB)NIWYENEIWQ aBAIMSLNHOSHN 1230 a0 1MILIWNT
00621 BRIMBHAIQW M 1A 1aH6BRHBH6IN 12f)o @oGEGaNo NI 1NU@ 1803,

@RalHSEBRUBHE 1SRN0, aldH]HEBISIBS @EGaNOD 1060 @RE 1M IEMUUd0 @OGRANMO (M)
Qe MBIMIHUAIEM M@BE: IQM. ald:H 1MMNIDD) MoEH:H 18608 HEZNO™ M0 21NMo

M&ID Gal@ laflaeam).

Unit V: Songs of the Self

12. Beloved Boles (Maxim Gorky)

This story is about a lonely woman who invents an imaginary friend. A student narrator
initially misjudges his neighbor Teresa because of her rough "physical appearance.” He

avoids her because her coarse behavior and face horrified him.



However, the narrator is shocked when Teresa asks him to write a letter to an imaginary lover
named "Boles."” She later asks him to write a reply. Teresa explains that these letters make her

difficult "life grow easier."

The student feels "ashamed™ of his prejudices when he realizes her desperate loneliness. He
decides to continue writing the letters. The story teaches us that beneath a harsh exterior,

every human "hungers after sweetness" and love.
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13. Préférence Nationale (Fatou Diome)

This story is about a clever woman who faces many struggles because of racism. The
Senegalese narrator has high "qualifications," but she is denied jobs in France due to the
"national preference" policy. She faces humiliation from people who refuse to acknowledge
her.

A bakery owner rejects her and asks why she does not work in her own country. Later, a
supermarket cashier refuses to let her tutor a child because she wants a "European-type
person." The narrator feels that even a cat gets citizenship more easily.

Despite this "racial bias,"” she keeps her "dignity" and refuses to feel embarrassed. She
responds to the insults with wit and resilience. Her story exposes the pain of discrimination

and the strength of the migrant spirit.
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14. Mirror (Sylvia Plath)

Sylvia Plath’s poem, "Mirror," is spoken by a mirror that describes itself as silver and exact.
It has "no preconceptions” and reflects everything "just as it is," without love or dislike. The

mirror claims it is "not cruel, only truthful,” like a "little god™ with four corners.

Most of the time, the mirror meditates on the "pink™ wall opposite it. Later, it compares itself
to a "lake." A woman bends over it, searching for her true identity, but she often turns to

"liars" like candles or the moon for comfort.

The mirror sees the woman’s "emotional turmoil™ as she notices herself aging. In the mirror,
she has "drowned a young girl" of her past. Now, an "old woman" rises toward her every

day like a "terrible fish." This shows the painful reality of time and aging.
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