CHAPTER - 12
"The Wild Swans at Coole' by W.B. Yeats
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Main Themes of the Poem

¢ Unchanging Nature vs. Changing Man The poet observes that while humans grow old and lose their strength, nature and
the swans maintain their energy and vigor.
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e Sense of Loss and Aging The poet feels a deep sense of sadness as he compares his energetic youth from nineteen years ago
with his current state of aging.
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e Symbolism of Swans In this poem, swans are symbols of eternal beauty, love, and passion that do not fade with time.
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'Word English Meaning Malayalam Meaning
Autumn The season before winter W@ &8I0

'Woodland Land covered with trees UMN(lGBUO

Twilight The light before sunset MLMW0MVAQo
Brimming Completely full MO / BN 161010)
Clamour A loud and confused noise |((uefl@ voenio

Mount To go up or rise DIWIEE




\Word English Meaning Malayalam Meaning

\Wheel To fly in a circle (US0 BHO6BRIH:

Sore Feeling painful or sad GOUBMWYSBS / MUEHSMISES
Unwearied Not tired OIEIGENWRIETRIO V)

Paddled Swam using feet Mmoo oS 12l

Companionable [[Friendly / being together MVaNIBAlORIQ / BRSOV

Passion Strong emotion or love @c MGV
Conquest Victory or winning N12WQo / £519SH63
Mysterious Strange or unknown MM

Drift To move slowly on water (|39 MSHNIH

Short Questions & Answers

1. How does the poet describe the appearance of nature in the first stanza?

Answer: The poet describes a beautiful autumn scene in Coole Park during October. The woodland paths are dry, and the lake water

is still and clear like a mirror. There are fifty-nine swans floating on the quiet, shimmering water.
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2. What change does the poet notice in himself after nineteen years?

Answer: The poet realizes that nineteen years have passed since he first counted the swans. He feels that his heart has grown old and

heavy with the passage of time. Unlike his younger days, his "tread" is no longer light or full of energy.
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3. Why does the poet say that the swans' "hearts have not grown old"?

Answer: The poet observes that the swans are still "unwearied" and full of life. They continue to swim in pairs and fly with great

passion and energy. While the poet faces the decay of old age, the swans remain symbols of eternal youth.
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4. What happened when the poet first tried to count the swans

Answer: Before the poet could finish his count, the swans suddenly rose into the air. They flew up in great broken rings while making

a loud "bell-beat" sound with their wings. This sight was both beautiful and overwhelming for the poet to watch.
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5.  What is the poet’s fear in the final stanza of the poem?

Answer: The poet wonders where the swans will build their nests and delight other people's eyes. He fears that one day he will wake

up and find that they have all flown away. This reflects his sadness over the fleeting nature of beauty and his own mortality.
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6. Prepare a critical appreciation of the poem “The Wild Swans at Coole’

‘The Wild Swans at Coole’- A Critical Appreciation

"The Wild Swans at Coole" is a famous poem written by W.B. Yeats. The poem is set in a beautiful place called Coole Park during
the month of October. The poet describes a peaceful autumn evening where the trees are beautiful and the lake water is very still. He
sees fifty-nine swans swimming on the water, and they look very graceful. This quiet setting helps the poet think about his own life

and how much time has passed.

The main idea of the poem is the difference between nature and human life. The poet remembers that he first saw these swans

nineteen years ago. He feels sad because he has grown old and tired since then. His heart is "sore" because he no longer has the



energy he had when he was young. However, the swans seem to stay the same. They are "unwearied," which means they do not get

tired. Their hearts are still full of passion and they swim together in pairs.

In the end, the poet wonders where the swans will go next. He is afraid that one day he will wake up and find that they have all flown
away. To the poet, the swans are symbols of eternal beauty and youth. Even though humans grow old and change, the beauty of
nature continues to live on. The poem is a beautiful way of showing how we feel when we see that the world stays young while we get

older.



