CHAPTER-11
"Trills and Thrills: Birdwatching in India" by Dr. Salim Ali

Main Events

Ornithology as a Hobby and Profession: Salim Ali describes ornithology as a peaceful pursuit, although it is full of adventures,
rewards, and disappointments.
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Observation vs. Textbooks: While watching birds from a concealed "hide," Ali noticed that birds often behave differently than what
is written in traditional textbooks.
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Meeting Baron Omar Rolf (1946): During a trip on the Cochin Forest Tramway, Ali met an Austrian anthropologist, Baron Omar
Rolf, who was also keen on birdwatching.
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The Narrow Escape from a Tusker: While stalking a trail in Parambikulam, they suddenly encountered a wild tusker. Ali turned to
flee, and Omar Rolf sprinted away with incredible agility, outrunning Ali by a hundred yards.
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The Hair-raising Incident at Almora (1945): On a narrow Himalayan trail with a thousand-foot vertical drop on one side, Ali
became so focused on watching a Yellow-naped Yuhina that he stepped back to the very edge of the abyss.
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A Near-Death Experience: He realized he was only two inches away from falling down the cliff after hearing a pebble slip from
under his heel.

neeMaaIEmIMIM8s 1@ 120101 @060 H5:0eMmsS1E3 M B} &) MICLHS DDIBINM Vo BB-SBAIPLIANT, HNUNY0
6NS e60) B35 1 LN WO T3 MIB @) BHIBOWBRIBE NUTLINIWTYM) o) @OEGaN0 @ 1@ 12V EOOD).

Conclusion on Birdwatching: Ali concludes that birdwatching for over half a century has provided him with immense pleasure and
serves as a justified form of escapism.
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1. Character Sketch of Salim Ali

Dr. Salim Ali was a legendary ornithologist who viewed birdwatching as a "peaceful pursuit” full of excitement. He was a passionate
researcher who spent over half a century watching birds for the sheer "pleasure and elation" they provided. The text reveals his
bravery and adventurous spirit, as he frequently found himself in "disturbing situations" like encountering wild elephants.

He was also a dedicated scientist; during his trip to the Himalayas, his focus on a Yellow-naped Yuhina was so intense that he
became "entirely unmindful” of the dangerous thousand-foot abyss behind him. His writing shows he was humble and humorous, as

seen in his amusing description of Baron Omar Rolf’s quick reaction to the tusker.

2. Diary Entry (The Almora Incident)

Imagine Salim Ali writes a diary entry about the narrow escape from the abyss while watching the Yellow-naped Yuhina.

19 March 2026
Thursday

What a "hair-raising" experience | had today! | am still shivering when | think about that moment on the Himalayan trail. | was so
"glued" to my glasses watching that beautiful Yellow-naped Yuhina that I lost all sense of my surroundings. | took a step back to get a
better view, and suddenly | heard a pebble slip from under my heel. When | looked back, | realized | was on the "very edge of
beyond"—just two inches more and | would have followed that pebble down the thousand-foot scarp. | have spent my life "chasing
birds in pleasant places," but today | nearly paid the ultimate price for my passion. | feel extremely lucky to be alive.

1. Salim Ali writes a letter to a friend describing the funny incident involving Baron Omar Rolf and the wild tusker.

Salim Ali,
AB Street
Thalassery

19 March 2026.
Dear Sam,

I hope you are doing well. | recently had a very "amusing incident" during my exploration of the Parambikulam forest that | must
share with you.

| was accompanied by an Austrian anthropologist, Baron Omar Rolf. While we were stalking along a narrow animal trail, we suddenly
encountered a wild tusker. I turned to "flee as fast as | could" and signaled Omar to do the same. | have never seen anyone react more
quickly! He "sprinted as fast as his long legs could carry him" and outdistanced me by a hundred yards before even asking what the
danger was. Interestingly, the poor elephant likely never even noticed us.

Birdwatching truly brings both thrills and spills!

Yours sincerely,
Salim Ali.




2. News Report:

Prepare a news report about Salim Ali’s the narrow escape from the abyss while watching the Yellow-naped Yuhina.

RENOWNED BIRDMAN NARROWLY ESCAPES DEATH IN HIMALAYAS
Almora, July 15:

Dr. Salim Alli, the famous Indian ornithologist, had a miraculous escape from a fatal accident yesterday. The incident occurred on a
narrow trail near the Lipu Lekh Pass during his journey to Lake Manasarovar.

While Ali was "engrossed™ in observing a rare Yellow-naped Yuhina through his binoculars, he stepped backward toward a thousand-
foot vertical scarp. He was alerted to the danger only when he felt a "pebble slip from under his heel". Ali later stated that he was a
mere "two inches™ away from the edge. Despite the "hair-raising" experience, the naturalist continued his survey, noting that the
pursuit of ornithology often entails such hazards

3. Prepare a write up/review based on the autobiography of Dr. Salim Ali.

Trills and Thrills: The Adventures of a Naturalist

In the excerpt from his autobiography, The Fall of a Sparrow, Dr. Salim Ali, the "Birdman of India," describes ornithology as a
peaceful yet adventurous pursuit. While birdwatching provided him with over half a century of pleasure, he reveals that it is not
entirely without hazards.

Ali found out that birds in real life do not always follow what is written in science books. To see them closely without being noticed,
he used to hide behind covers. One day, he went to the forest of Parambikulam with his friend Baron Omar Rolf. Suddenly, they saw a
big wild elephant with tusks. They had to run very fast to save their lives. His friend was so scared that he ran much faster than Ali
and reached far ahead.

Another scary event happened in the Himalayas. Ali was looking at a rare bird called the Yellow-naped Yuhina through his
binoculars. He was so busy looking at the bird that he did not see where he was walking. He stepped back and almost fell off a very
high cliff. He stopped just two inches before the edge. He felt very lucky to be alive. In the end, Salim Ali says that birdwatching is a
great way to enjoy nature. It gives him a lot of joy and excitement.



