CHAPTER-10

"SHAKUNTALAM" by KALIDASA

Author: The play was originally written in classical Sanskrit by Kalidasa, ancient India’s greatest poet and playwright.
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Setting: The scene takes place in a pious hermitage near the bank of the Malini River.
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King Dushyanta: A king and hunter who eventually shows great respect for the hermitage.
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Charioteer: The person driving the King's chariot.
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Shakuntala: The foster child of Sage Kanva and the guardian of the hermitage.
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Anasuya and Priyamvada: Shakuntala's close friends who help her water the trees.

@RMM@®}0 [ WoNIB®)o: AOEERUE MMWHNING LOBYTMSOHR TVaNIW LM @OOUSINS @RSIOID) BSILHID 1503,

Main Events ((alU)9 (NVo@OU6B3U1)

The King Chases the Deer: King Dushyanta and his charioteer pursue a spotted deer in a chariot, with the King noting how the deer
shrinks in beauty and fear while fleeing.
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The Warning from the Hermits: As the King is about to shoot, a voice from behind the scenes warns him that the deer belongs to
the hermitage and must not be killed.
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Restoring the Arrow: The hermit requests the King to return his arrow to the quiver, explaining that weapons are meant to protect the
broken-hearted, not strike the innocent.
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Entering the Hermitage: The King shows humility by removing his royal jewels and bow, deciding to enter the holy grove in modest
garments so as not to disturb the peace.
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Observing the Maiden Girls: Hidden in the shade, the King watches Shakuntala and her friends, Anasuya and Priyamvada, as they
water the young trees of the grove.
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Harmony with Nature: Shakuntala treats the jasmine vine and the mango tree with sisterly affection, celebrating the "marriage"
between the blooming vine and the strong tree.
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The Attack of the Bee: A bee leaves the jasmine vine and begins to fly into Shakuntala's face, leading her friends to jokingly tell her
to call upon the King for protection.
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Dramatis Personae: 6@) MISH010 1621 HL00al0(M6ERRIAS alS 1.
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Mango tree: @o01.
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1. Character Sketch of King Dushyanta

King Dushyanta is one of the important characters of the play "Shakuntalam™ by Kalidasa. He is a powerful and brave ruler, initially
seen as a passionate hunter pursuing a swift deer . However, he is much more than just a warrior; he is a man of great virtue and
humility. When a humble hermit tells him that the deer belongs to the sanctuary and must not be killed, the King immediately obeys
and puts his arrow back in his quiver . He understands that a king’s true duty is to protect the innocent, not to hurt them .

His deep respect for the spiritual world is shown when he removes his royal jewelry and bow before entering the ashram, as he does
not want to disturb the peace with his royal status . He is also very observant and appreciates the "poetry of earth," noticing how the
deer live without fear in the pious grove .

2. Character Sketch of Shakuntala

Shakuntala is one of the important characters of the play "Shakuntalam" by Kalidasa. She is the foster daughter of Sage Kanva and the
central figure of the ashram. She is described as having a beauty that is natural and delicate, much like a jasmine flower . Her most
beautiful quality is her pure love for nature. She does not just "work" in the garden; she feels a deep, sisterly bond with every tree
and vine. She is so connected to the environment that she believes the mango tree talks to her through its moving branches .

Shakuntala is also very kind-hearted, as she waters plants even when they are not in bloom, simply because it is a good deed that
requires no reward . Her innocence is shown when she is genuinely frightened by a small bee, revealing her simple and gentle heart .

1. Diary Entry (King Dushyanta)

16 June 2026
Monday

What a life-changing experience | had today! It started as a simple hunting trip, but it turned into a lesson in kindness. | was ready to
kill a deer, but a hermit's voice stopped me. | felt a sudden sense of shame when I realized that my weapons should be used for
protection, not for destruction . When | entered the hermitage, | saw a girl named Shakuntala. She was so simple, yet she looked more
beautiful than any queen in my palace . The way she talks to the plants and cares for them is truly touching. Seeing her in that peaceful
grove has made me realize that true happiness lies in living in harmony with nature . | cannot stop thinking about her gentle spirit.

2. "The play Shakuntalam by Kalidasa explores the deep and spiritual bond between human beings and the natural world. Prepare a
Write-up on the theme of 'Harmony with Nature' as presented in the play, focusing on the characters of Shakuntala and King
Dushyanta."




Title: Harmony with Nature in Shakuntalam

""Shakuntalam' is a famous part of the play Abhijnana Shakuntalam, written by the great Indian writer Kalidasa. The story
takes place in a peaceful forest ashram. It shows how humans and nature can live together like a happy family. This theme is

called "blissful co-existence."

The story starts with King Dushyanta hunting a deer. But when a hermit tells him the deer belongs to the ashram, the King stops
immediately. He is very humble and puts his arrow away. He believes a king should protect innocent animals, not kill them.
Before entering the ashram, he takes off his royal jewelry and bow. He does this because he wants to show respect to the peaceful

forest.

In the forest, we meet Shakuntala, the daughter of Sage Kanva. She loves the trees and plants very much. She treats them like her
own sisters. She even talks to the jasmine vine and the mango tree. Shakuntala is very kind and waters the plants every day with
love. Through these characters, Kalidasa teaches us a beautiful lesson. He tells us that true happiness comes when we love and

protect our environment. The play reminds us that all living things are part of one big family.

The Nature Club of your school has decided to launch a new project titled "Woodland Whispers', inspired by the play
Shakuntalam. The project aims to promote environmental awareness and harmony with nature among students. The club members
have decided to invite Dr. Thomas Kuruvilla, a well-known environmentalist, to be the Chief Guest for the inauguration

ceremony. As the Secretary of the Nature Club, prepare a Formal Letter of Invitation to be sent to Dr. Thomas Kuruvilla.

Answer :

The Secretary,
Nature Club
Government HSS
Thiruvananthapuram
20 May 2026

Dr. Thomas Kuruvilla,

Environmentalist
Thiruvananthapuram

Sub: Invitation to the Nature Club Inauguration.

Our school’s Nature Club has decided to start a new project called "Woodland Whispers," inspired by the play Shakuntalam. We aim
to teach students how to live in harmony with nature, just like the characters in the play.

We would be very honored if you could be the Chief Guest for the inauguration ceremony on 25th March 2026 at 10:00 AM in our
school auditorium. Your presence will inspire us to protect our environment.

Yours faithfully,

(Sd/-)




Secretary

Nature Club

4. "King Dushyanta visits the hermitage of Sage Kanva and is deeply moved by the atmosphere and the people there. Narrate the

events of his visit, focusing on his meeting with the hermits and his observation of Shakuntala and her friends."

A Day of Peace in the Holy Grove

The story began on a bright day when King Dushyanta was hunting a fast deer in a thick forest. As he was about to shoot his arrow, a
hermit suddenly shouted for him to stop. The hermit explained that the deer belonged to the ashram and should not be killed. The King
was very humble and immediately put his arrow away. He realized that a king must protect innocent animals. To show respect, he

took off his royal jewelry and bow before walking into the peaceful ashram.

Inside the grove, the King saw a beautiful girl named Shakuntala watering the young trees with her friends. Shakuntala did not see
the plants as just objects; she loved them like her own sisters. She talked to a jasmine vine and was very happy to see it growing
around a mango tree. While she was working, a naughty bee started flying around her face. She was scared and cried out for help. Her
friends laughed and told her to call for the King to save her, not knowing that King Dushyanta was actually watching them from

behind a tree.

That day, the King learned a great lesson. He saw that true happiness does not come from hunting or power, but from living in peace
with nature. He was amazed by Shakuntala’s kindness toward every small bird and plant. He realized that the ashram was a place
where humans and animals lived together as one big family. The King left the forest with a changed heart, carrying the memory of the

gentle girl and the peaceful green woods with him.



