ENGLISH CLASS 9 — ANNUAL EXAM SUMMARY NOTES

UNIT I: HOURS AND YEARS
1. Half a Day (Short Story) — Naguib Mahfouz

Naguib Mahfouz writes a simple and touching story called "Half a Day." It tells us how fast a
person's life passes by. A little boy goes to school for the first time. He is very scared and
holds his father's hand tightly. His father tells him that school is a good place where children
become great people. At first, the boy is afraid, but soon he makes friends and enjoys his
lessons. However, when the school bell rings and he walks out, he sees that everything has
changed. The beautiful gardens are gone, and there are big buildings and many cars instead.
He looks at himself and realizes he is now an old man. He needs help from a young boy to
cross the busy road. This story teaches us that our whole life is like a single day that finishes

very quickly.
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2. Debts of Gratitude (Speech) — Selma Lagerlof

Selma Lagerlof was the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. In her speech
"Debts of Gratitude," she imagines a dream where she talks to her dead father. She tells him
that she feels she owes a "debt"” or a big "thank you" to many people. She thanks her family
for their love and the books they gave her. She thanks the old people in her village who told
her wonderful folk stories. She also thanks nature, like the birds and trees, for giving her

great ideas for her writing. Finally, she says her biggest thanks go to the Swedish Academy



for giving her the Nobel Prize. This speech shows that we should never forget the people who

helped us reach the top. It is important to be thankful in life.
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3. Nothing Twice (Poem) — Wislawa Szymborska

Wislawa Szymborska explains a very important truth in her poem "Nothing Twice." She says
that every second in our life happens only once. It will never come back again. She says that
we are like actors who have to perform on a stage without any practice or rehearsal. Because
of this, we sometimes make mistakes. The poem uses a "rose" to show that even if things
look the same, every day is new and special. The main message is that since today will be
gone tomorrow, we should not spend our time being sad or worried. We should enjoy every
moment we have and be kind to others. Life is a gift that we only get one time, so we must

live it happily.
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UNIT I1: WINDS OF CHANGE

1. Dreams Realised — Mahadev Desai

Mahadev Desai wrote the chapter "Dreams Realised" about Mahatma Gandhi’s journey.
Gandhi believed that non-violence is not for weak people. It is for people who have a "strong

heart" and great courage. He says that true education is not just reading books. It is about



building a good character and being a good human being. During his trip, he met the famous
actor Charlie Chaplin. He liked Chaplin because he lived for the common people. Gandhi
also talked about the brave Indian women who fought for our country's freedom without any
fear. He wanted India to be a free country where everyone is treated with respect. This note
shows that Gandhi’s simple life and high thinking made him a great leader for the whole

world.
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2. The Toilet — Gcina Mhlope

Gcina Mhlope shares her own hard life in the story "The Toilet.” She lived in South Africa
during a time when things were very difficult for her people. She wanted to be a writer, but
she had no place to sit and write. She was staying secretly in her sister's small room. To find a
quiet place, she used a public toilet in a park as her "office." She sat there for many hours and
wrote her stories and poems in a notebook. Even though it was very cold and she felt all
alone, she did not stop dreaming. She worked very hard to reach her goal. Her story teaches
us that if we have "personal initiative™ and courage, we can achieve our dreams no matter

how hard life is.
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3. Success (Poem) — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow gives us a great message in his poem "Success." He says that
success does not come suddenly in one day. We do not have wings to fly to the top of a
mountain. So, we must climb the "ladder” of success step by step with a lot of patience. He
compares big goals to "pyramids.” When we work hard and get closer, they look like big
stairs. The most famous lines of the poem say that great men reached the top because they
worked very hard at night while others were sleeping. This means that hard work and practice
are the only ways to become successful. Students should work consistently every day to reach

their big dreams in life.
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UNIT I11: ASPIRE AND EXPLORE

1. Sea-Fever (Poem) — John Masefield

John Masefield describes how much a sailor loves the sea in the poem "Sea-Fever." The
speaker says there is a "wild call" from the ocean that he cannot ignore. He wants to go back
to the sea to lead a free life like a gypsy. He asks for a strong ship and a bright star to show
him the way. He describes the beauty of the sea using words like "flung spray" and "sea-gulls
crying." He wants to hear the wind's song and enjoy the cold breeze. He also wants to hear a
"merry yarn™ or a funny story from a fellow sailor. This poem shows the deep love for
adventure and freedom. It tells us that for some people, the call of nature is the most

important thing.
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2. The Saga of the Tiffin Carriers — Hugh and Colleen Gantzer

Hugh and Colleen Gantzer write about the "Saga of the Tiffin Carriers" in Mumbai. These
men are called "Dabbawalas.” Every day, they deliver thousands of home-cooked lunch
boxes to office workers without making even one mistake. They are not highly educated, but
they use a very simple system of colors and numbers to deliver the food on time. Their
teamwork and discipline are famous all over the world. Even kings and big business schools
have visited them to see how they work so perfectly. This story shows that if we have a sense
of duty and work together as a team, we can do great things. It is a wonderful example of

hard work, punctuality, and perfect management in a simple way.
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3. Waiting for Rain — Anita Nair

Anita Nair talks about her trip to her village in Kerala in the article "Waiting for Rain." She
goes there to see the monsoon rain, but she feels sad. She sees that people are cutting down
many trees and building "concrete” houses everywhere. This is damaging nature and
changing the weather. Her uncle says the rain is like a relative who promises to come but
never shows up. When the rain finally falls at night, she describes its sound as beautiful
music. The rain makes her feel happy and healthy again. This note teaches us that we must
protect our trees and nature. Our world will be beautiful only if we take care of the

environment and the life-giving rain.
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UNIT IV: STRIVE AND THRIVE

1. The Unstoppable Soul Surfer (Bethany Hamilton)

Bethany Hamilton is a brave girl from Hawaii who loved surfing. At the age of thirteen, a
massive tiger shark attacked her and bit off her left arm. She lost her limb but did not lose her
courage. Although she was sad and even thought about becoming a photographer instead of a
surfer to accept that her surfing days were over, her family helped her stay strong. Her father
encouraged her in the water to try one more time. With great determination, she caught a
wave and stood up on her board with only one arm. She proved that we can overcome any
problem with a strong will. Today, she is an inspiration to everyone who faces hard times.
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2. A Shield of Courage (Neerja Bhanot)

Neerja Bhanot was a brave flight attendant who sacrificed her life to save others. She worked
for Pan Am as a senior flight purser and was very professional. In 1986, her flight was
hijacked by terrorists in Karachi. Neerja showed great leadership and quick thinking. She hid
the passports of American passengers to protect them from the hijackers. When it was time to
escape, she helped the passengers leave through the emergency doors and evacuation chute.
She was shot while valiantly shielding three children from bullets. For her selfless bravery,
she was posthumously given the Ashoka Chakra award. She is remembered as the "Heroine
of the hijack™.
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3. Poem Appreciation: "Walk Alone" (Rabindranath Tagore)

"Walk Alone™ is a famous poem written by Rabindranath Tagore. The poem tells us to be
brave and independent. The poet says that if nobody listens to your call or if everyone turns
away, you should not be afraid. You must walk on your path even if you are alone. Tagore
uses images like "bleeding feet™" and "thorns" to show that the journey of life can be very
hard. He tells us to keep our hearts burning like a light during a dark and stormy night. This
means we should use our inner strength to face challenges. The message of the poem is that

we should follow our heart and never give up.
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UNIT V: MEDIA MATTERS

1. Toys to Teens (Advertising Influence)

This lesson explains how advertisements influence children and teenagers. Marketers spend
billions of dollars to catch the attention of young consumers. They use bright colors, catchy
jingles, animated characters, and famous celebrities to promote products. The "nag factor™ is
when children keep asking their parents to buy something they saw in an ad. Ads often make

us believe that a product will bring fun and happiness to a youngster's life. However, ads can



also make teenagers feel bad about their physical appearance by showing "attractive™ models.
We should be smart and not follow every trend blindly. We must learn to make smart choices

rather than following desires created by media.
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2. The Ink and the Melody (Joseph Barbera & Michael Jackson)

In this story, Joseph Barbera, the creator of Tom and Jerry characters, meets the famous
singer Michael Jackson. Michael Jackson was an avid cartoon buff. During their meetings,
Michael was very courteous and a true gentleman. Barbera drew sketches of a cartoon for
Michael, and Michael was very excited, whispering "Wow!". Michael gave Barbera an
autograph and wrote that the cartoon friends were "all | had" as a child. This shows that art
and cartoons can give comfort and solace to children. Even though they did not work on a
project together, their meetings were delightful. It shows that famous people can also find joy

in art.
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3. Song Appreciation: "Let it Go" (Elsa from Frozen)

"Let it Go" is a powerful song from the movie Frozen. It is sung by the character Elsa, who
decides to free herself of societal expectations. For a long time, Elsa was told to "conceal,
don't feel" and be a "good girl". But in this song, she decides to be free and live according to
her deepest wishes. She stops caring about what others say and accepts her true self. The
"swirling storm™ in the song represents her internal feelings. She builds her own ice palace
and says the "past is in the past". The song teaches us that we should not hide who we really

are.
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