CHARACTER SKETCHES

Unit 1: Trials and Triumphs
1. The Old Man (A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings)

The old man is a mysterious and weak person found in the mud. He has very large, dirty
wings like a buzzard. He is bald and has almost no teeth. People treat him badly, like a
"circus animal,” but he is extremely patient. He represents poor and weak people who are
often ignored or teased. Even though he suffers, he never complains and finally regains his

strength to fly away to freedom.
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2. Pelayo (A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings)

Pelayo is a simple and hardworking man who first finds the old man in his courtyard. At first,
he is afraid, but he soon becomes practical and decides to keep the old man in a chicken coop.
Along with his wife, he starts charging people money to see the "angel." This shows that he is
more interested in making money than in the well-being of the mysterious guest. Through

this exploitation, he becomes a wealthy man
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3. Elisenda (A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings)

Elisenda is Pelayo’s wife and is shown as a very sharp and business-minded woman. It is her

idea to charge money to see the old man, which makes the family very rich. She views the old



man not as a miracle, but as a source of income and later as a huge nuisance. When the old
man finally flies away at the end, she feels a great sense of relief because her "annoyance" is

finally gone.
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4. Wladyslaw Szpilman (In the Attic)

Szpilman is a Polish Jewish pianist who hides in an attic to survive the war. He is very brave
and survives many years of cold and hunger. He is honest and feels deep thanks toward the
German officer who helps him. His life shows that music and hope can help a person survive
even the hardest times. By the end, he becomes a free man again and continues his work in

music.
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5. Wilm Hosenfeld (German Officer)

Wilm Hosenfeld is a compassionate German officer who discovers Szpilman hiding in an
attic . Unlike many others during the war, he is kind and "ashamed" of the cruel actions of his
country. Instead of capturing Szpilman, he protects him by providing food, a warm
eiderdown, and a military coat. He represents humanity and goodness that can exist even

during a brutal war. He believes that surviving the "inferno” of war is God's will.
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6. Mark Antony (Julius Caesar)

Mark Antony is a very loyal friend to Julius Caesar and a very clever speaker. After Caesar is
killed, he gives a famous speech to the people of Rome. He uses simple but powerful words
to make the crowd feel sad and angry. He keeps calling the killers "honourable men™ in a
sarcastic way to show that they are actually betrayers. By the end, he successfully turns the

whole city against the murderers.
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7. Brutus (Julius Caesar)

Brutus is a complex character and a "bosom friend" of Julius Caesar. Although he loves
Caesar, he leads the group of conspirators who assassinate him because he fears Caesar is too
"ambitious”. He believes he is acting for the good of Rome. In his funeral speech, Mark
Antony repeatedly calls him an "honourable man," but he says this sarcastically to make the

crowd realize that Brutus actually betrayed his friend.
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Unit 2: Paths to Progress

8. Srikanth Bolla (Breaking Barriers, I will Fly)



Srikanth Bolla is a blind man who became a successful businessman. When he was born,
people called him a "burden," but his parents loved him. He is a very hard worker who fought
against unfair rules to study science. He became the first blind international student at MIT.
Instead of staying in America, he came back to India to start a company that gives jobs to

other disabled people.
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9. Bablu Kewat (A Phoenix Rises)

Bablu Kewat, also known as Muruganantham, is a simple welder who wanted to help women.
He worked for years to make a cheap pad-making machine, even when his village and family
left him. He is very kind and values helping others more than making money. He is a hero

who changed women's health in India through his perseverance.

Malayalam: m3(@)1&:68 Manw1#n08 @) a0) &0 AIS1MAIW HOUTININT GO GHOID)

@0LOOUD MYOIBIMMBo0. BSY0NINIe MISIo BREGANSDM OCaldH 121510 NIBHEBREBIS0 Hheden|S
@REBAN0 dHINEIND 211210108 aldWIE-U3 HENBILNMM WMo M1G@IN12)). aleMMYENIENIMG) 1GMENIUE
2SSO0 MaNIW]HHMD IMIAN @OBGaN0 (IWIM o MMTIB 1@, HOM W6l M@ 1HE)0S
@GS0 HR2EASIOM W 6303 ULN® AMYHIMIEMEGano.

10. Gowri (A Phoenix Rises)

Gowri is the wife of the social entrepreneur Bablu Kewat (Arunachalam Muruganantham).
She is a simple woman who represents the many poor women struggling with health and
hygiene. Her husband's mission begins when he sees her using "dirty rags" instead of sanitary
napkins because she cannot afford them. Initially, she is not happy with his experiments
because she worries about the family's limited money . Due to the social shame caused by his

obsession, she eventually leaves him, only to return once his success is recognized.
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Unit 3: The Trumpets of Change

11. The Stout Man (War)

The stout man is a father whose only son died in the war. In the beginning, he acts very
strong and says that children should die happily for their country. However, when a lady asks
if his son is "really dead," he realizes the pain of his loss. He breaks down and cries loudly,

showing that a parent's love is deeper than any political words.
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12. The Woman (The Mother in ""War"")

The woman is a mother who is deeply heartbroken because her only son is being sent to war.
She is described as being "bundled"” in a heavy coat and appears almost like a shapeless
bundle of grief. She remains silent and motionless for a long time, trapped in her own pain.
She listens to the other passengers argue about whose sacrifice is greater, but she cannot
understand how a parent could ever be happy about their child's death. Her sudden question
about whether a son is "really dead" breaks the stoic atmosphere of the carriage and forces

the other passengers to face the harsh reality of loss.
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13. Hauchecome (A Piece of String)

Hauchecome is a simple and honest farmer. One day, he picks up a piece of string from the
ground, but people think he stole a lost wallet. Even though he is innocent, nobody believes
him, and they laugh at him. This makes him very sad and sick. He spends his whole life
trying to prove his honesty and dies still saying that he only picked up a piece of string.
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14. Malandain (A Piece of String)

Malandain is a harness-maker and the enemy of Master Hauchecome. He is a mean person.
When he sees Hauchecome picking up a string, he tells a big lie to the Mayor. He claims that
he saw Hauchecome picking up a lost wallet. He does this just to get revenge. His one lie
destroys a man's life and reputation.
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Unit 1V: Woodland Whispers
15. King Dushyanta (Shakuntalam)

A noble and powerful monarch, Dushyanta is initially depicted as a passionate hunter.
However, he demonstrates great humility and respect for spiritual authority when he

immediately halts his hunt upon the request of the hermits. He is portrayed as a "shining



example of kings" who uses his weapons to protect the broken-hearted rather than strike the

innocent.
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16. Shakuntala (Shakuntalam)

The foster child of Sage Kanva, Shakuntala is the personification of innocence and harmony
with nature. She treats the trees and animals of the hermitage with sisterly affection, even
feeling that the mango tree communicates with her using its branches like fingers. Described

as "delicate as a jasmine blossom," she is a nurturing guardian of the grove.
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Unit V: Songs of the Self
17. Teresa (Beloved Boles)

A tall Polish woman with a "bass voice" and "muscular vigour,” Teresa initially appears
coarse and intimidating to the narrator. Beneath her rough exterior lies a soul of profound
loneliness; she creates an imaginary lover named Boles to cope with her isolation. Her
character represents the universal human hunger for connection and "sweet things" in a bitter
life.
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18. "Mr. Student" / The Narrator (Beloved Boles)

A student in Moscow who initially judges Teresa based on her appearance, keeping his door
locked out of fear. Though initially dismissive of Teresa’s requests, he undergoes a moral
transformation. Upon realizing the depth of her loneliness, he feels "ashamed" and begins to
show empathy by writing the imaginary letters to sustain her.
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19. The Narrator (Préférence Nationale)

An intelligent, highly qualified Senegalese woman living in France, she faces systemic
racism and the "preference nationale™ policy. Despite holding a degree, she is denied
employment as a salesgirl or tutor because of her race. She is characterized by her dignity and
resilience, using sharp wit to challenge the hypocrisy of those who discriminate against her.
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