Beloved Boles

This chapter, titled ""Beloved Boles' by Maxim Gorky, tells a poignant story about human loneliness,
the need for connection, and the danger of making superficial judgments.

Summary of the Chapter

The story is narrated by a student living in Moscow who shares a building with a Polish woman
named Teresa. Initially, the student is repulsed by her; he describes her as a tall, muscular woman
with a coarse face, bushy eyebrows, and a frighteningly deep "bass" voice. He avoids her, often
locking his door and judging her when he sees her drunk.

One day, Teresa approaches him with a surprising request: she asks him to write a letter for her. She
dictates a deeply affectionate letter to a man named Boles, whom she calls her "beloved™ and "faithful
lover". The student is internally mocking, finding it hard to believe that such a "coarse” woman could
be a "sorrowing little dove" in love.

Later, Teresa returns and asks him to write a reply from Boles to her. The student becomes angry,
accusing her of lying because he realizes Boles doesn't exist. However, Teresa breaks down and
confesses the truth: neither Boles nor the ""other™ Teresa exist. She is desperately lonely and has no
one in the world to be kind to her. She invented Boles so she could feel loved; having the letters read
to her makes her feel as if he is real, making her life "easier".

The student feels deeply ashamed of his previous self-sufficiency and judgment. He realizes that
behind her rough exterior was a human soul hungering for affection. He eventually begins writing
letters for her twice a week until she is later sent to prison.

Malayalam Translation (221 IBo Mo(NnNo)
"al @6 ]S GerUoUdMD (Beloved Boles)

20310 BNIBHE WIS D BN AMIHIMED aBBHITNMEQ )0, APBBOUAD al)NoBAIS ] HENS
QNWenmM@ el QMM 21@2] 1IN

GROMIBHHIW @ @ODMI1H0}0M 6303 NNBLOBOTWIENT HHLOIESMD). BRWISYOS
@OQM@3NIOMIWIW HMBOM af)(M Calde 1ot MI(@IBWIS @RWIUBHE @RI HOUNIAJOQ @M.
@OOUOIOS l)HOMB ©IalNYo LONUNIO HHENS BRWIUE @D BRI S)EHW)0 @O |
MNBOBHQ)0 61219 130N,

B0 LT3, HDMEOTV MMEN HIDIB-MIW 'GENIIUBMNIINT B30} D) af)PYD) 16)HNISYHNING
NNELHBMNIEWIS @RHUWBIASINM]. AUSED MIEMaNM1BROADIW @Y HENE BOWIUT @D
al@1aNMUEMY. B3N]3 BGlOUMEBRUBHE GUBAHO, GENIGUBNY MM 16 @R 2 ANYAIS |HHDBID)
)M @1 Q@3 DEQIDY HHO0) af)LIMIMTE @RMUUE @RYNUUDIELSICGMIIUE BRWIUZHE CBaH Jo
QUEYM. GENISUBM) af)EIMIMIUB HHLIMN0 BRNUUE HESB0 alNWIBHQIHEMONIo GRWIUT
HIQEISITONI.

af)MI@B, I GEIIBOD MM 12J006MMMo MENN MIGMaN1HHIME @YIA 1OLIMM0 HDEOMV
HOEOMEH-0NE HOUSE)SIOINMNY. DMEIO aBBHINND DNHNIME @ROUUZ GENUIUBN o) (M)
OISO 16)Q (MEHEN @I @)0M]. @) E@MYE-U3 BLUBLBMIIUE @HBDI M6

rOEMaN 1HOMIAEN3M GIM@B @ROUUBH6) LIG1HEMY. MO 16 N1BLIGMA1H6 ®MEN



D}BalOOD O)al@IRIQOM T3 L1222 GMIMIMMY. aflMIS @RIUE Al 1MW @RUUEHOH0W]
HOMEHUB af)PI0) ] MD@ILOM).

(N36MAl900: DMIaH L6 BROIDIAS @)alo &h6ens N1RIRYOMDLDY; BIGDI Al MYCUDD M)
aflmNeno MiemMaNo @RYNAN LM B30) a0LBMENBIE:0.

Word Meaning

Acquaintance: al(@ 12lQ@)I03/H>00 |

Coarse: al(03B6MOQ

Gleam: @ 18H6)0

Bass: (100@°10 MBS MILOM U060

Vigour: d@}010)/ dH0O10)

Horrified: BQ6)S}OM 1/GalS lallap)

Bleary: 06813 1Q)/c5R16831Q (eI U3)

Tousled: 21715 16) QI HNIOD)/BOLIGEHILIAIQ)
Quarters: @OAQAMVLMNAOLIO

Chamber: 6)al01@ @01

Endured: (a0 2y}

Sprawling: 6)6)d 0108 NSBOT) | B 1SH6) B
Resounded: M¥6BR1GH63)

Confused: @)U H6IPAOT0) 1210

Beseeching: @9.21186)0M/@0Gald¥ 1H6)0M

Timid: @)NI0W/GaIS 1SS

Dictate: alO6I00) 6)dH0S) 6

Gingerly: (U86)(0 (VLY OIBCWI6)S

Guilty: 8)QGNIOWMSBE

Blundering: @06NnIGLo aileMW)d:

Offended: @RAINIM 1H6)6)2]S/ABMINTTaH Do BMIN 1
Departed: @O(® @10 12))/Gal0Q]

Pressing business: @S 1Q0MOAIQ GRIA(]

Fogged: @00 HOAIQ/D6BRGRIQ (B0NI16)S @R H6Pa]o)
Astonished: @0(015)(06)2S]3

Terrified: B@.ald; (OMOW]

Distraught: QIJ06)® N laH D124/ 1100066)PaO10) 1210
Spluttered: (UOBEHUB s 1S9O al @)

Misjudged: 6XMQOW] Qilel o) ]

Abruptly: 6)al®)S0M

Violently: (080 |Q0Q/(5:)0D0Q

Flabbergasted: @0MUOMMMNEAIOQ

Miserable: al@1®0ald 000w

Ashamed: £12223)2)/NIEMEHNS DI ]

Invented: M 1@@21.24)/(rU8B-@3a 123
Blockhead: (laudoug]

Pensively: o{l0M0HRIMNOQW]
Self-sufficiency: MV1Qoal(0 3300V @00
Righteousness: Ml 1M ex/onan

Cruelly: ()00Q]

Preconceptions: @)03UWI6ME-U3



Biases: aldHald633U3

1. Based on your reading of the story, prepare a character sketch of Teresa.
Answer:

Character sketch of Teresa.

Teresa is the central character in the short story "Beloved Boles" written by Maxim Gorky. Initially,
she is presented through the prejudiced eyes of the narrator, "Mr. Student." Physically, she is
described as a tall, strong Polish woman with bushy eyebrows and a large, coarse face. Her thick
bass voice and "muscular vigour" initially horrified the narrator.

However, as the story unfolds, we see her true nature. She is courteous and humble, often thanking
the student "most heartily" for his help. The most striking aspect of her character is her extreme
loneliness. Being a social outcast with no one to love her, she creates an imaginary lover named
Boles to find emotional comfort. She is a woman of deep imagination and sensitivity, seeking "sweet
things" to balance the "bitter things" of her life. In the end, she shows her gratitude by mending the
narrator’s clothes, proving she is kind-hearted and nurturing despite her rough exterior.

2. After realizing that Boles and the letters were imaginary, the narrator feels ashamed of his
prejudices. Draft the possible diary entry he might have written that night.

Answer:
October 14, Thursday

What a day of self-discovery! | feel so sick and ashamed of myself tonight. For months, | looked at
my neighbour Teresa with horror and judgment, seeing only her coarse face and hearing only her
bass voice. | thought | was superior, wrapped in my own "self-sufficiency". But Alas! today, the truth
hit me like a physical blow. There is no Boles. There is no lover. It was all a beautiful, tragic lie. That
poor woman, living just three yards away from me, was so lonely that she had to invent a human
being just to feel a spark of affection. She wasn't "fooling" me; she was trying to survive a life that
has been nothing but bitter. | have decided to write those letters for her regularly now. It is the least
| can do to make her life a little easier.

3. Prepare a write-up on the theme of loneliness and human connection as depicted in the story
"Beloved Boles
Answer:

The Silent Cry for Connection

Maxim Gorky’s "Beloved Boles" is a poignant exploration of human loneliness and the
desperate need for companionship. The story highlights how appearances can be deceptive
and how social isolation can drive a person to create an imaginary world. In this story, we are
confronted with the haunting reality of human loneliness through the character of Teresa.
Often marginalized by society due to her coarse appearance and "fallen" social status,
Teresa’s life is a landscape of "bitter things." To survive this emotional desert, she creates
Boleslav Kashput—a fictional lover to whom she sends and receives letters.

This creation is not a symptom of insanity, but a survival mechanism. As Gorky illustrates,
the human heart requires affection as much as the body requires bread. When the real world



denies Teresa companionship, her imagination becomes her sanctuary. The "sweet things"
she finds in these forged letters provide the dignity and hope that her neighbors refuse to give
her.

The story’s emotional core lies in the narrator’s transformation. Initially, he views Teresa
with intellectual arrogance and physical disgust. However, upon discovering that Boleslav is
a myth, his "horror" melts into profound empathy. Gorky uses this shift to criticize the "self-
sufficiency" of the comfortable classes. He reminds us that appearances are deceptive;
beneath a rough exterior often lies a soul starving for a sense of belonging. Ultimately, the
story serves as a powerful testament to the universal human hunger for love

4. "Mr. Student" writes a letter to his friend in Moscow about his neighbour Teresa and what he
learned from her. Prepare the letter.

Answer:

AB Villa
XY Street

Moscow- 07

29 January 2026

Dear lvan,

How’re you? Hope you are doing well. I’'m writing to share a strange yet eye-opening experience |
had recently with my neighbour, Teresa.

You know how | used to be terrified of her because of her masculine appearance and loud voice?
Well, | was completely wrong about her. She asked me to help her write letters to a man named
Boles. | eventually discovered that Boles doesn't even exist!.

Teresa created him because she is incredibly lonely and has no one in the world to be kind to her.
She told me that imagining Boles makes her life "easier". It made me realize how cruelly we judge
people based on their looks. I've started writing these imaginary letters for her twice a week now.
It’s a small price to pay for a human soul’s happiness.

Do write back soon.
Yours lovingly,
Henry

(Signature)




Textual Activities: Side Questions

a. How is Teresa's physical appearance described?

Answer:

Teresa is described as a tall and strong Polish woman. She has bushy black eyebrows, dark brown
hair, and a large, coarse face. The narrator also mentions her dark eyes, a thick bass voice, and
muscular vigour.

b. 'l never left my door open when | knew her to be at home.' Why does 'Mr Student' say so?
Answer:

The student says this because Teresa's physical appearance and "muscular vigour" horrified him. He
was also put off by seeing her drunk with tousled hair and hearing her "stupid laugh," which made
him want to avoid her entirely.

c. How does Teresa's appearance and tone change when she approaches the narrator for help?
Answer:

When she asks for a favour, she appears confused and guilty rather than her usual coarse self. Her
tone, which was normally a loud bass, becomes beseeching, soft, and timid.

d. What favour did Teresa expect from 'Mr Student'? How did he respond to her request?

Teresa wanted him to write a letter home for her. Although he was initially silent, he jumped up, sat
at his table, and told her to sit down and dictate the letter.

e. What was the content of the letter dictated by Teresa?

Answer:

The letter was addressed to Boleslav Kashput. It contained affectionate phrases like "My dear Boles,"
"my beloved," and "my faithful lover," asking him why he had not written to his "sorrowing little
dove, Teresa".

f. What made the narrator burst out laughing?

Answer:

The narrator nearly burst out laughing because Teresa, who was more than five feet tall and
physically powerful, referred to herself as a "sorrowing little dove" in the letter.

g. Do you think that Teresa is courteous? Pick an instance from the passage.

Answer:

Yes, she is very courteous. When the student finished the first letter, she thanked him "most
heartily" and even offered to be of service to him in return.

h. Why was the narrator astonished when Teresa asked him to write the second letter?

Answer:

He was astonished because she claimed the second letter was from Boles to a "friend" of hers (also
named Teresa), which seemed confusing and contradictory.

i. Why did 'Mr Student' get angry with Teresa?

Answer:

He got angry because he believed she was telling him a "pack of lies" and "fooling around" with him.
He felt she was wasting his time with made-up characters.

j- What did the narrator guess about 'Boles' and 'Teresa' after the conversation?

Answer:

He guessed that there were no real people named Boles or Teresa involved in a real correspondence
and that she was making the story up.

k. Why do you think Teresa asked 'Mr Student' to write the letter to Boles?

Answer:



She asked him to write it so she could have someone read it back to her, allowing her to "fancy" or
imagine that Boles actually existed and loved her.

I. Why does the narrator go to Teresa's apartment?

Answer:

He went there because he felt an "unpleasant feeling" and realized he might have misjudged her. He
wanted to invite her back to write whatever she needed.

m. 'Am | then not a human creature like the rest of you?' What does Teresa mean by this?

Answer:

She means that despite her rough appearance, she has the same emotional needs for affection and
connection as everyone else. She is defending her right to seek happiness through imagination since
she has no one in reality.

n. When does the narrator begin to feel empathy for Teresa?

Answer:

He feels empathy (and shame) when he finally understands that Boles is entirely invented because
she has nobody in the world to treat her kindly.

0. Why does 'Mr Student' decide to continue writing letters for Teresa?

He continues because he realizes that these imaginary letters make her life "easier" and satisfy her
hunger for "sweet things" in a bitter life.

p. How did Teresa repay the narrator?

Answer:

She began to mend the holes in his socks, shirts, and other clothes.

g. Why, in your opinion, does Teresa cry when she listens to the letters?

Answer:

She cries because the words of affection in the letters provide her with the only emotional warmth
she experiences, even though she knows they are imaginary.



