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Here is the word list in a clean, professional table format, perfect for copying directly into a
Word document or Google Doc.

Vocabulary List: The Seedling

English Word Malayalam Meaning
Seedling 00me2s] / Ao
Darksome NN / DB SOOI
Robust QYOGS / VBRI
Leaflet 62101 el

Prospect »H0¢ / BJUoSo

Stem o6ns

Haste ®1S3B60 / WLD
Hurry GOUN® / [ l080
Sweat O@H6)H

Pant & ODHO D>

Shower DY 210Q@3 / (UBaHo
Folks S HIQ | CREBYHUB
Labour @0UW10Mo / alem]




English Word Malayalam Meaning

Lonesome aBHI0RAIQ

Struggling HYE)SIM / Bald(00S(M

Virtue NyeMo / MM

Unfading UISIOTD) / MEBBIOTD)

Examine al@16U0U BN E / M@ M 1B B

Surroundings 2130)al0SIE U3

Pushed 0881/ al)DCOMDE (UM

Phrases and Their Meanings

Lay within its darksome bed: §0@)6N3 @6MS 1 1@3 s 1SmM).

Fell a-talking: MoV 166003 @)S6813 1.

Work of life began: &°10/1@ BV® 30 @@0E 2.

Show the rest the way: DQ)BSBOUBHE) (UF | H06M 12OV BISYHE .

Virtue’s fair, unfading flowers: MIAQY6)S (UISIO) (MVYBOAIW l)nU6BRU3.

To keep everything organized for your Word document, | have merged your objective
questions, poetic devices, and contextual questions into a single, numbered list.

You can copy and paste the section below directly into Microsoft Word or Google Docs.

Obijective Type Questions

1. Whoiis the author of the poem 'The Seedling'?
Answer: Paul Laurence Dunbar.

2.  Where was the seedling laying initially?
Answer: In its darksome bed (the soil).

3. What did the seedling say about its own strength in the beginning?
Answer: It said it was "not so very robust."

4. What was the first part of the plant to push up into the light?
Answer: A little leaflet.

5. Whois referred to as the "brother" of the leaflet?
Answer: The Stem.

6. What did the clouds give to the little plant?
Answer: A shower (rain).



7. What did the plant eventually become at the end of its growth?
Answer: A flower.

8. To whom does the poet compare the seedling?
Answer: Little folks (children).

Il. Poetic Devices & Meanings

9. Identify the figure of speech in the line: "So it called its brother, Stem.'
Answer: Personification (giving human traits and relationships to a plant).

10. What does the "darksome bed" symbolize?
Answer: It symbolizes ignorance or the initial difficult struggling stage of life.

11. What does the word "robust" mean in the context of the poem?
Answer: Strong, healthy, and vigorous.

12. What is the rhyme scheme of the first stanza?
Answer: ABCB (seedling - bed - a-talking - said).

lll. Contextual Questions

13. What is the "work of life" mentioned in the poem?
Answer: It refers to the process of growing, overcoming obstacles, and fulfilling one's purpose.

14. What should every child share according to the poet?
Answer: Life’s labour (the necessity of hard work and effort).

15. What helps the child through "lonesome, struggling hours"?
Answer: The "sun and showers" —representing positive influences, guidance, and life experiences that
encourage growth.

16. What is the final message (moral) of the poem?
Answer: Just as a seed struggles through the dark to become a flower, children must work hard and develop
"virtue" to lead a beautiful and meaningful life.

17. Explain the "work of life" for the seedling.
Answer: It refers to the physical effort of growing and pushing through the soil

18. ldentify the personification in these lines.
Answer: The seedling is described as "sweating and panting" like a human.

19. Why did the seedling "sweat and pant"?
Answer: Because of the intense effort it put into growing quickly.

20. What advice does the poet give to the "little folks"?
Answer: To be like the seedling and always do their best despite difficulties.

21. What does "life's labour" imply?
Answer: The hard work and responsibilities everyone must face in life.

22. What is compared to "unfading flowers"?
Answer: Virtue (good character and qualities).

23. What is the figure of speech used in "Virtue’s fair, unfading flowers"?
Answer: Metaphor (comparing character to flowers).



Key Poetic Elements

Rhyming Words:
Can—Man
Shower — Flower
Hours — Flowers
Alliteration:

Sun and showers.
Haste and hurry.

24. Prepare a note of appreciation of the poem ‘The Seedling’

The Seedling’- An Appreciation

"The Seedling" by Paul Laurence Dunbar is an inspiring poem about growth and hard work. It uses the story
of a tiny seed to teach a moral lesson to children. The poet shows that even a small seed can become a beautiful
flower if it is determined to do its best.

In the poem, the seedling lies in a "darksome bed" under the ground. It feels small and not very strong, but it
decides to work hard. The poet uses personification by describing the seedling "sweating" and "panting" as it
pushes through the soil. This teaches us that growth requires great effort and "labour."

The poet compares the seedling to "little folks" (children). He uses a metaphor, "Virtue’s fair, unfading
flowers," to show that good character is like a flower that never dies. The poem follows a simple ABCB rhyme
scheme, making it musical and easy to understand.

The main message is that success comes to those who work hard and stay virtuous. Just as the seed reaches the
light, children who do their best will lead lives full of beauty and goodness.



