"'His First Flight"'

The Story Summary (6,109 (o ((NaNo)

The Fear of the Seagull (#:S@3al5:H1@36)S E®o)

The young seagull was alone on his ledge because he was afraid to fly. He felt certain that his

wings would never support him. (@) &:S@3aldH] alNHHINE EREYSME)E06NE MO0
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The Role of Family (@ 3sjoenuomaien alss)

The parents spent their time teaching the other children the "art of flight" and how to "skim

the waves" and "dive for fish". (1086210600 HLIW0, M IORIRIBUBHE DYIHHE1L1OS
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When the young seagull refused to fly, his parents used harsh methods like scolding him and

"threatening to let him starve™ to make him independent. (@)Nlal&H] al0H6003
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The mother seagull used a piece of fish as bait to trick him into diving, knowing that his

hunger would eventually overcome his fear. (0lvoq] GO H19SHNEAM AMNMYLI0H6 1@
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He was very hungry because he had not eaten for twenty-four hours. His mother picked up a
piece of fish and flew across to him, but stopped just out of reach. @@)al1@®IMoE]
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Maddened by hunger, he dived at the fish and fell into space. After a moment of terror, he felt

his wings spread and realized he was soaring. (21toq] MaMBHIMINIIO® @M AN 1Mo
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Once he started flying, the whole family—father, mother, and siblings—flew around him,
"soaring and diving™ to show their support. (@03 alNH6008 @SEBRIWEa]0U3, @2lM)o
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When he landed on the sea, they praised him and offered him "scraps of dog-fish" as a reward
for his bravery. (@008 £521@3 00ER1WER{OU3, BRNIG @ROUSM al}E:-PTMBHQ)0 @M
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Key Theme ((a1wom @ryuowo)

The story shows that while parents may seem “cruel and unrelenting,” it is often because they
want their children to be "self-reliant” and ready to face life's challenges. (@0@®9a 10863
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Important Exam Points (al@°] :H @ H6) @10)(U U239 (alWIM
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English Malayalam
Parents' Role: They were not cruel;

they were teaching him to be
independent.
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Theme: Self-confidence and self-
reliance.

Message: One must overcome fear to
succeed.
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SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Why was the young seagull afraid to fly?
e Answer: The young seagull was afraid because he felt certain that his wings would
never support him. He was also scared by the great expanse of the sea and the long
way down from the ledge.

2. What did the parents do to motivate the young bird when it failed to fly?

e Answer: His parents came around calling to him shrilly and scolding him. They even
threatened to let him starve on the ledge unless he flew away.

3. Cite an instance which shows the pathetic condition of the young bird.
e Answer: The young bird was so hungry that he searched every inch of his nest and
even gnawed at the dried pieces of eggshell. It was described as "like eating a part of
himself".

4. What prompted the young seagull to take his final plunge/flight?

« Answer: Maddened by hunger, the young seagull dived at the fish in his mother's
beak. This desperate attempt to get food forced him to leave the ledge and start flying.

5. How did the young bird feel when he started flying?



e Answer: At first, a monstrous terror seized him, but it only lasted a moment. Soon, he
felt his wings spread outwards, and he realized he was soaring gradually instead of
falling headlong.

6. How did the family support the seagull after his first flight?

e Answer: His family flew around him, soaring and diving with joy. They screamed
with praise and offered him scraps of dog-fish to celebrate his success.

1. Character Sketch of the Young Seagull

Question: Prepare a character sketch of the young seagull based on the story "His First
Flight."

Answer:

Character Sketch of the Young Seaqgull

The young seagull is the main character in the story "His First Flight". At the beginning, he is
very afraid and timid because he thinks his wings will not support him. While his brothers
and sister fly away, he stays alone on the ledge. He is a hesitant bird who fails to gather
enough courage to take the first plunge. However, he is also innocent and hungry. After
twenty-four hours of starving, he is "maddened by hunger". This hunger forces him to dive
for the fish in his mother's beak. As he falls into space, he discovers his inner strength. He
realizes he can soar and dive just like others. By the end of the story, he becomes confident
and successful. He overcomes his fear and completes his first flight with the help of his
family. Thus he gains the respect of his family.

2. Question: Prepare a character sketch of the Mother seagull based on the story
"His First Flight.

Character Sketch of the Mother Seaqull

In the story "His First Flight,” the mother seagull is a wise and clever parent. While the
father and others scolded the young bird, the mother was the only one who constantly
watched him with concern. She is observant, as she noticed the young seagull's hunger and
his pathetic condition on the ledge. She is a clever motivator who uses a piece of fish to trick
him into flying. Instead of giving him food directly, she flies near him and halts, forcing him
to dive out of hunger. This shows she is courageous and knows that "tough love" is
necessary for her child's growth. Once the young bird starts flying, she is encouraging and
proud, flying beside him and screaming with joy. In short, she is a perfect mother who helps
her child overcome fear and become independent.



3. Speech: Overcoming Fear and Attaining Success

Question: Imagine you are asked to deliver a speech to your classmates on the topic
"Overcoming Fear is the First Step to Success" using the example of the young seagull.

Answer:

Respected Teachers and Dear Friends,

I’m very happy to get a chance to deliver a few words before you on the topic "Overcoming
Fear is the First Step to Success" .Firstly, | want to talk about how fear can stop us from
reaching our potential. In the story "His First Flight," we see a young seagull who was
terrified of the vast sea. He stayed alone on his ledge while others flew away.

Many of us are like that bird. We have the "wings" or the talent, but we are afraid to try. The
seagull only learned to fly when he was pushed by hunger and necessity. As Dr. Kalam says,
we are all "born with wings" and meant to fly.

We must remember that "Necessity is the mother of invention.” Don't let your fear of failure
stop you. Take the plunge, trust your wings, and you will soar to greatness.

Thank you.

4. E-mail of Encouragement

Question: Write an e-mail to a friend who is feeling discouraged and afraid to face an
upcoming exam, using the message from "His First Flight.”

Answer:

To: friend@email.com
Subject: Trust your wings!
Dear Friend,

| heard that you are feeling a bit nervous about the exams. I recently read a story called "His
First Flight" about a seagull who was afraid he would fall. He stayed hungry and alone
because of his fear.

But when he finally dived, he realized that his wings spread out naturally to support him.
Similarly, you have worked hard, and you have the potential to succeed. Don't be afraid of
the "vast sea” of exams. Trust your preparation and take the plunge. You are born with
greatness and confidence.

All the best!

Warm regards,
[Your Name]




5. Diary Entry of the Young Seagull

Question: Imagine you are the young seagull. Write a diary entry expressing your feelings
after your very first flight.

Answer:

20th October 2024

Monday

What an unforgettable day! This morning, | was starving and alone on that cold ledge. |
thought I would die there because | was too afraid to jump. But when Mom came with the
fish and stayed just out of reach, | couldn't help myself—I dived! For a second, | was
terrified. But then, | felt the wind under my wings. | wasn't falling; | was flying! | soared, |
dived, and I even landed on the green sea. My family is so proud of me now. | have finally
found my wings.

"The young seagull's first flight was a journey from fear to victory. Narrate the events
leading to his first flight based on the story 'His First Flight."

Answer:

The Great Leap : A Write- Up / Narrative:

The young seagull was alone on his ledge, paralyzed by fear. While his siblings had already
flown away, he stood at the brink, terrified that his wings would never support him. His
parents tried everything to motivate him; they screamed at him, scolded him, and even
threatened to let him starve. But for twenty-four hours, the young bird remained motionless
and alone.

Hunger soon became his biggest enemy. He was so desperate that he searched every inch of
his nest and even gnawed at dried eggshells. He watched his mother standing on a plateau,
tearing at a piece of fish. The sight of food "maddened him". He cried out to her, begging for
food.

His mother picked up a piece of fish and flew toward him. However, she halted just out of his
reach. Blinded by hunger, the young seagull dived at the fish. Suddenly, he fell outwards into
space. For a moment, a "monstrous terror* seized him, but it lasted only a second.

He felt his wings spread out and the wind rushing against his feathers. He was no longer
falling; he was soaring. He uttered a joyous scream as he realized he could fly. His family
joined him in the air, cheering and celebrating his success. He finally landed on the green sea,
floating peacefully. He had finally made his first flight, overcoming his fear through courage
and necessity.




